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Provide women RVers, regardless of race, religion, sexual 
orientation, disability or financial status, a supportive 
network and the opportunity to enjoy the RVing lifestyle 
in a safe and knowledgeable manner.

Vision:
A premier organization for women interested in the RVing 
lifestyle. 

We Value:
 � Diversity of our members.
 � Integrity and respect.
 � The abilities, skills and resources of each member.
 � The time and efforts of those who provide leadership 

and support.
 � Our chapter structure which provides a supportive 

network.
 � Educational opportunities to promote safe RVing.

RVing Women (RVW) is a nonprofit 501(c)(7) corporation 
organized and operated exclusively for social, recreational 
and educational purposes. The Board of Directors of RVing 
Women is guided by our Mission and Vision in defining 
our goals.

RVW national and chapter events are held year-round in every 
region of the U.S. and in Canada. Wherever you go, RVing Women 
connects you to members who are interested in RVing and who 
can offer information, suggest places to see and things to do, and 

provide assistance when needed. Contact information for RVW chapters is included in each issue of 
RVW magazine and on our website at www.rvingwomen.org. 

RVW sponsors classes for women on safe driving practices and RV maintenance. Some classes are 
led by RVing Women; others are led by experts and technicians we have contracted.

Membership news, rally announcements, a chapter contact directory and information for RVers 
is published online at www.rvingwomen.org. The members-only section includes minutes of the 
Board of Directors meetings and copies of RVW policies and procedures. Our website also offers a 
member forum for sharing information, advice, travel plans and on-the-road experiences. 

Every other month, members receive RVW, a magazine offering stories shared by other members, 
information on technical subjects, a calendar of events and contact information for our chapters. 
The members-only section of our website includes current and back issues.

 Member benefits also include access to the annual RVW Membership Directory, discounts on 
 classified advertising in our magazine and online, a listing of RV parks offering discounts to 
 members, and a club decal that can be placed on your RV or vehicle to identify you in camp-
grounds and on the road, making it easier for RVing Women to connect.
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Dedicated since 1991 to 
supporting women who 
are interested in RVing

MANAGING EDITOR
Dee Johnson 

E-mail: rvweditor@rvingwomen.org 
360-510-2557

ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVE
Karlene Field 

E-mail: karly55@aol.com 
206-909-2607

 
CONTRIBUTORS

Kathleen Baker — Linda Brown
Pat Brown — Donna Campbell

Susan DuShane — Michaele Gruccio
Kathy Healy — Bev Laing

Kathe McCleave — Jan Miller
Irene Paulin — Jonni Pettit

Keith Shomaker

Send membership requests to:
RVing Women
P.O. Box 1940

Apache Junction AZ 85117-4074
Phone: 480-671-6226

Fax: 480-671-6230
E-mail: rvwoffice@rvingwomen.org

Website: www.rvingwomen.org

RVing Women Office Location:
879 N. Plaza Drive, Suite 103B

Apache Junction, Arizona 85120-4132
(across from the post office)

RVW magazine is published six times a 
year for members and friends of RVing 
Women. All rights reserved. Permission 
to quote or reprint with credit is available 
on request. 

RVing Women is not responsible for 
products, advice or services offered 
in ads published in this magazine or 
on the rvingwomen.org website or for 
products or services offered or sold at 
RVW events and does not endorse, 
warrant or guarantee the products, 
advice or services offered. We reserve 
the right to refuse at our sole discretion 
any classified or display ad submitted 
for print or online publication and to 
refuse at our sole discretion vendor 
opportunities offered at RVW events.
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The photo on our cover was taken by 
Dianne Walker from her campsite at 
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STEERING COLUMN |

A Study in Geometric Designs

Linda Brown  

We are all about sharing information and experiences—at chapter rallies, national events, RVW conventions 
and on our website. Next time you are online, check out the RVW Forum at www.rvingwomen.org. Log in using 
your name and personal password and then select the Members Forum menu button at the left of the page. The 
RVW Forum addresses all aspects of RVing and also includes an Ask the Board section.

How do you get from 
point A to point B? Do you 
take the shortest straight 
route? Or do you take the 
route with more curves, U-
turns and circles? 

I joined RVW long before 
I retired. All those years when 
I was working, my partner 

and I took the shortest, fastest straight line to a rally or 
convention. Now that we are both retired, we look for 
more curves, U-turns and circles to take us on our scenic 
way to a rally or convention. 

When you get to a campground, does a straight line 
take you to your campsite? Or does the way in have U-
turns and curves? Once you get to your campsite, is it 
a straight line—a pull-thru? Or is it bumpy and lumpy 
and a bit curvy? Later on, do you mark the map so you 
know where you want to camp the next time? 

While we’re talking about campsites, here is a clue for 
convention 2016. The sites are generous, large enough 
for big rigs, but they all are back-ins. So practice now! 

Have you ever had to run outside really fast when 
you saw someone backing in near your site—and it 
looked like they were pulling into your site and not into 
their site? That’s what happened to us when we were in 
Apache Junction in January and a new neighbor towing 
a fifth wheel tried to park next to us. It was quite scary 
watching the driver’s co-pilot sitting in the truck instead 
of standing outside behind the fifth wheel. We almost 
got a new car, the RV in the site behind the fifth wheel 
almost got a hit, and I got to quietly assist the driver in 
backing his fifth wheel into his own site. Whew!

The map that guided us to the Board of Directors 
meetings in January was a straight line, right turn, 
straight line, left turn—and then a very long straight 
line. What do your maps that take you to a rally look 
like? Are there more curves, circles and U-turns on the 
way to the rally—or more on your way home? 

How is your map to convention going to look? I hope 
that it will have many curves, U-turns and circles, both 
on the way to Mesa and on your trip back home. If you’re 
one of those weekend warriors, a working woman with 
limited time for RVing fun, I encourage you to start plan-
ning now so you can include a few curves and circles. 

And what will you be driving? Do you have the 
rectangular box on wheels with an engine, and are you 
maybe towing a rectangular vehicle? Or do you have 
that rectangular vehicle towing a rectangular box on 
wheels? Or one of those half-circle vehicles? Or one of 
those boxes that take on a different shape when they 
pop up or out?

And whatever you are driving, does it say something 
about who you are? Do you have our RVW logo on 
display?

When you drive through a rest stop, do you look for 
our logo, the RVW globe we have used to identify our RVs 
and cars and trucks? When you see someone sporting 
that logo who is pulled over, do you stop to help out? 
When you drive or walk through a campground, do you 
look for our logo? When you see our logo, do you stop 
and say “Hi!” or leave a note on the door? 

We were driving on I-10 near Palm Springs, California 
when we saw a car just like ours cross over the freeway. 
We knew exactly who it was by the two decals in their 
back window. One of those decals was the RVW logo. 
They recognized us, too. We, of course, had our RVW 
logo on display. There were lots of waves and smiles as 
we passed each other. 

We now have a new, rectangular RVW logo. It is on 
display in this magazine in several different places and 
also is on the cover. Decals showing off this new logo 
will be available for our vehicles soon. I think this unique 
design and color scheme will make it easier to spot each 
other when we are cruising the highways or checking 
out the neighbors in a campground. We will keep our 
RVW globe decal on our RV—and add the new logo 
nearby. Being bright and colorful, I think it will make a 
great new ladder tag!

Sometimes one must just have fun writing a column. 
That is what I chose to do this month. I hope you had 
a good laugh remembering some of your funnier driv-
ing, camping or parking experiences, especially all those 
curves and U-turns you have navigated and those times 
you have gone around in circles. Thank you for indulg-
ing me. I will be looking for you on the road, so be sure 
to display at least one of your RVW decals!

Linda Brown, President
RVW Board of Directors
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Name _____________________________________________________________ Date of Birth ___________________________

Name _____________________________________________________________ Date of Birth ___________________________

Mailing Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________________ State/Province _____________ Zip _____________________

� Home Phone  _____________________� Cell Phone _____________________ Email __________________________

Please initial:  _______________   I have read and agree to the liability waiver on the reverse side of this form. I also 
understand that I am not to use the RVing Women directory or magazine for commercial purposes or financial gain, nor 
permit others to do so. When no longer needed, I will destroy my copy of the directory rather than simply discarding it.

How did you hear about RVW?      � RVW Brochure/Magazine     � Other Magazine _______________________________

	� RVW Member (name) _____________________________________________________________________________  

 � RV Dealer/RV Show (name) _________________________________________________________________________   

 � RVW Facebook Page     � Internet     � Other  __________________________________________________________

Please indicate services you can provide to RVW members who are traveling:

      � Tour of your area      � Assistance      � Information      � Overnight stay

If you have selected an RVW chapter as your primary chapter, please indicate that here:

        ____________________________________________________________________    � I have not selected a chapter

I own or share in the use of a  � Class A � Class B � Class C � Trailer � 5th wheel � Other RV � None

I travel  � Full time � 9-12 months � 6-9 months � 3-6 months � Less than 3 months � Sporadically
I am  � Retired � Working part time � Working full time

My work experience includes  ___________________________________________________________________________

Please mail or fax this form with your dues to: RVW, P.O. Box 1940, Apache Junction AZ 85117-4074
Phone: 480-671-6226   •    Fax: 480-671-6230   •    Email: rvwoffice@rvingwomen.org 

RVing Women Dues Schedule

New Member Processing Fee $___________    

Individual Membership Dues
	 One Member/One Year: $62.00 $___________

Household Discounted Dues 
	 Two Members/One Year: $104.00 $___________

Annual Guest Rider ($50.00 per year) $___________

Gift to Open Road Program 
My gift will support future growth of RVW.  
I know this gift is NOT tax deductible. $___________

 
Total Amount Submitted (U.S. funds only) $___________   

Membership in RVing Women is open to adult women 
only, ages 18 and older. Membership renewals are due 
on the anniversary date of your current membership 
application. Renewals not received within 60 days of the 
anniversary date will be considered a new membership. 
Household discounted dues and annual guest rider fees reflect the 
receipt of only one magazine and one directory per household.

� Check or M/O enclosed (payable to RVW)
 Check # _____________________

� Charge my    � MasterCard    � VISA 

Card 
Number __________________________________________

Expiration Date ______________ V Code* ______________

Signature _________________________________________

*3-digit number on the back of the card near the signature area

V0216

I f  you are renewing your membership, you may renew onl ine at www.RVingWomen.org, download a 
membership renewal form onl ine or contact the RVW off ice to request a membership renewal form.

	�	Instead of receiving a print copy of RVW magazine, I prefer to read the magazine online.

10.00

THANK YOU! 
WE ARE PLEASED TO WELCOME YOU TO RVW!

RVING WOMEN NEW MEMBER APPLICATION
Recreation, Support, Networking and Education for Women RVers

Visit our website at www.RVingWomen.org

PLEASE PRINT
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EDITOR'S PAGE |

Dee Johnson

History in the Making

Dee Johnson, Managing Editor
RVing Women Magazine

We are taking all of 2016 to celebrate RVW history in the making, our past 25 years and the next 25. Help us mark 
this important year by sending us your RVW celebration stories. Send your celebrations and your letters, articles, 
chapter news and announcements by email to rvweditor@rvingwomen.org or by postal mail to RVW Editor, P.O. Box 
1940, Apache Junction AZ 85117-4074. The editor’s cell phone is 360-510-2557. The deadline for our May/June issue is 
March 25. 

Photos to accompany articles also are appreciated. Photos must be high resolution, at least 300 dpi. Electronic files 
sent as a jpeg attachment are preferred. Please identify the person who took the photo and include the full names of 
the primary subjects.

You can opt out of receiving a print magazine when you are traveling. RVW magazine is also published in pdf format 
and is available from the Members Only menu at www.rvingwomen.org.

Twenty-five years ago, 
when Lovern King and Zoe 
Swanagon posted a notice at a 
campground inviting women 
RVers to meet, they may not 
have realized they were mak-
ing history. They were simply 
trying to connect with other 
women RVers. They had been 
on the road for about a year, 
and they just knew there had 

to be other women out there who also were living the RV 
lifestyle and wishing they could connect.

I was not one of them. I was one of those women who 
took up RVing later, influenced by the history they had 
made.

March has been set aside as Women’s History Month, 
a time to celebrate all the women who influence our lives. 

There have been many hundreds of women, in addition 
to Lovern and Zoe, who have influenced my life. It would 
take books to list them all.

If I wrote a short list, I would start by naming my mother, 
Doris Goodman. She was a product of the Great Depression. 
It was a time when energy was spent putting food on tables 
and paying for electric lights. There was not much left for 
supporting the lofty and sometimes unattainable ideals of 
feminists. My mother fell dutifully into the role of helpmate 
and accepted the secondary status she was assigned. But 
she also introduced me to books that opened up my world, 
and she gave me unconditional love. I knew at a very deep, 
unconscious level that her love would always envelope me 
no matter where I went or who I became.

My short list might also include Dorothy Parker. Having 
uncensored access to books, I discovered her at an early age. 
I knew then that I wanted to be a writer, but at that point 
it was a wish, not an attainable goal. I admired Dorothy 
because she was a writer, and I admired her because she had 
the audacity to say out loud the hundreds of impertinent 
one-liners that famously erupted from her mouth. Being 
impertinent was also a wish I had, not an attainable goal.

In a similar way, Beyoncé influences me today. She makes 
outrageous statements and, like Dorothy Parker, capitalizes 
on them. The difference now is that Beyoncé has a much 

wider audience. Some may discount her influence because 
her activism is apparently not requiring any sacrifice, but 
isn’t that really what we hoped for—that women would be 
allowed to use their power without apology?

Malala Yousafzai, on the other hand, has paid dearly for 
her activism, and she is proof that we still have far to go. 
In our own comfortable homes, grounded and on wheels, 
it is easy to forget that not everyone has the freedoms and 
opportunities we sometimes take for granted. I wish for her 
a long and influential life.

As an RVW member, I have met several women who had 
the courage to push beyond gender restrictions and go into 
non-traditional fields. Three who quickly come to mind 
are Ruth Ann Power, a code breaker during World War II, 
Gayle Pierce, a pioneer in the male-dominated mainframe 
computer industry, and Dee Evans, the first woman in Ohio 
to train and work as a telephone line technician. For all of 
you who have opened doors to new careers, thank you. 
Generations of women who follow already are benefitting 
from your influence.

Another woman I would put on my list, and one who 
has been largely forgotten, is Mary Crisp. In the 1970s, she 
gained wide political influence—and gave it up in her fight 
to legalize equal rights for all. 

Lily Tomlin also is an activist I admire. Very gently and 
with humor, she has created characters that have helped us 
recognize the need to be a more inclusive society.

Gloria Steinem, another activist with widespread influ-
ence, seems lately to have been consigned to the archives 
of history. When she and a group of brave investors first 
started publishing Ms. magazine in 1972, I thought they 
were too unconventional to make a real difference. Fortu-
nately, I was wrong. 

Her name apparently is less recognized today by women 
who take for granted some of the utopian goals she sup-
ported when they were still out of reach. 

Well, the fact is that we can celebrate the past, but we 
can only live in the present—and Gloria did influence the 
present. She has made a positive and lasting difference and 
is continuing to influence the present. 

That is all any of us can do. Our history happens in the 
making.
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Your magazine can  

follow you anywhere!

You can log in to our website at www.rvingwomen.org to keep your membership profile 
constantly updated when you are traveling. So please, update whenever your mailing 
address, telephone number or email address changes, even when the change is temporary. 
If we do not have your current address on file, your magazine is not forwarded. Instead, it is 
destroyed at the post office and the label, along with a service fee, is sent to our office. 

If you need help updating your membership profile, call the RVW office at 480-671-6226 or 
email rvwoffice@rvingwomen.org. The RVW office is open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday 
through Friday (Arizona time).

But only if we know where you are.
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We Are Pleased to Welcome
Alabama 
Loralee Thatcher Seattle

California 
Rona Brynin Acton
Jill McIntire Berkeley
Gwen Nix El Cajon
Sharon Navarro Moreno Valley
Theresa Citro Oakley
Kim Aglietti San Jose
Linda Monahan Vacaville
Terrie Castillo Valencia
Lydia Hough Valley Springs

Colorado 
Kathy Ellis Greenwood Village

Florida 
Rosemarie Andrade Fleming Island
Lauri Garnett Fleming Island
Ann Madden Jacksonville
Judy Motes-Wright Jacksonville
Carol Wright-Motes Jacksonville
Donna Long Lakeland
Jill Schenkel Leesburg
Maryse Andre Middleburg
Phyllis Vandigriff Middleburg
Deb Whippen North Fort Myers
Lori Alexander North Fort Myers
Terry Dunagin New Smyrna Beach
Bonnie Frazee New Smyrna Beach
JoAn Goss New Smyrna Beach
Debbie Rosselle New Smyrna Beach
Bonnie Sorensen New Smyrna Beach
Candy Lillo Sarasota
Tracy Sweetland St. Petersburg
Carol Reid Stuart
Elizabeth Field Tamarac

Maryland 
Joanne Evans Rockville

Mississippi 
Gloria Jackson Ocean Springs
Wanda Henson Ocean Springs 

Missouri 
Kimberly Collins Ellsinore
Karen McCollum St. Louis

Nebraska
Sandy Bay Sutherland

Nevada 
Leslie Doyle Las Vegas

New Mexico 
Sky Paradise Santa Fe

New York 
Sharon Goodman Cornwall
Camila Faraday Ithaca
LInda Folley Ithaca

North Carolina 
Donna Johnston Asheville
Carole Druhan Charlotte
Lorian Kyle Charlotte
Jen Paradise Hendersonville

Ohio 
Jan Balala Cleveland
Mary Douglass Lewis Center
Theresa Ruppert Lewis Center
Theresa Ritterbeck Tallmadge

Oregon 
Susie Fox Portland

Pennsylvaniua 
Cammie Dickerson Ridley Park
Sheryl Reinstrom Ridley Park

Texas 
Eileen Mynes Boerne
Clara Conner Center Point
Marilyn Wiles Center Point
Cookie Davenport Houston
Nan Udell Livingston
Irene Andrews Nolanville
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These New Members
Joan Hinshaw Nolanville
Jenell Jones Weatherford

Virginia 
Gayle Russell Charlottesville
Ann Klopfenstein Springfield

Washington 
Susie Guidetti Puyallup
Lynne Angeloro Sequim
Kathy Angeloro Sequim
Toni Timberman Vancouver

West Virginia 
Mary Campbell Beckley

Wisconsin 
Janice Lange Waukesha

British Columbia, Canada 
Rosanne Konrad Gabriola
Anne Landry Gabriola

Loyalty Pins Were Presented to These Members in January and February

5-Year Membership
Susan Alspaugh Indiana
Diane Anderson Washington
Pamela Campos New York
Rita Carey New Jersey
Mary Cook Texas
Renee DiFronzo Nevada
Rhonda Flottmann Illinois
Glenna Grossenbacher Washington
Nancy Hale South Dakota
Catherine Hardison Washington
Ann Huff California
Vicky Lorick Florida
Sharon Jane McKay Arkansas
Pam Scola California
Barbara Sirvis Vermont
Judy Soto Washington
Linda Stevens North Carolina
Karen Stiles Washington
Edie Stull Florida

20-Year Membership

Billie Fonville Washington
Pat Parker British Columbia
Lois D Sullinger Florida
Rita Watkins British Columbia

15-Year Membership
Linda James Washington
Susan Trippet Indiana

10-Year Membership

Joan Beason California
Carol Carpenter Minnesota
M Coit South Dakota
Chris Elliott California
Virginia Fiero South Dakota
Sheila Grothe California
Holly Lepo California
Nancy McLaughlin Virginia
Sherrill Salisbury Massachusetts
Jean Trask Georgia

25-Year Membership
Lovern King California
Zoe Swanagon California

Thank you to our founders, Lovern 
King and Zoe Swanagon. We are 25 
years strong and ready to continue 
your vision of supporting all women 
who love to RV. 
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The RVW Open Road Program is a giving program allowing members 
and friends the opportunity to contribute to the growth and stability 
of RVW. Contributions may be restricted by the donor to a specific 
purpose or may be unrestricted and thus available for purposes to 
be determined by the RVW Board of Directors. 

Open Road is a multi-tier giving program. For more information or 
to see a listing of the tier level rewards, visit our website at www.
rvingwomen.org and click on Contribute, call the RVW office at 480-
671-6226 or send an email with your mailing address to rvwoffice@
rvingwomen.org.

I AM PLEASED TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE RVW OPEN ROAD PROGRAM
My contribution will support future growth of RVing Women. I know that my gift is not tax deductible.

� New Donor    � Repeat Donor 

Name _____________________________________________________________ Date ___________________________________

Name _____________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________  City ________________ State _____ Zip _________________

Phone _____________________________ Email __________________________________________________________________

� Charge my    � MasterCard    � VISA 

Card Number ________________________________________

Expiration Date ___________________ V Code* ___________
*3-digit number on the back of the card near the signature area

Contribution  amount  $ ________________

This amount is to be deducted:
� One Time Only    � Monthly    � Annually  /  U.S. funds only

� Check enclosed (#__________________) � Cash enclosed 

�  I want my contribution to support a specific use, which I have written on the line below:
      _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

�  I want the use of my contribution to be determined by the RVW Board of Directors.

Signature ______________________________________________ Date ________________________ Intake Person __________

Tier Award (if ordering a shirt, indicate size)    taken  |  to be ordered  |  sent on
  ____________________________________________________________________________    �                 �				�
 Denim shirt size:  ________________________       �                 �				�
 T-shirt size: _____________________________       �                 �				�	

Tier level badge hanger_______________________            I would like a name badge    �	Yes______  �	No______
If yes, on a separate piece of paper indicate badge style you prefer and type or print the information as you want it to 
 appear on your name badge.         Style A: Name / City & State         Style B: Name         Style C: Name / Chapter

�  Please do not send the RVW Award Certificate. Use my entire donation to help RVW.

Chapter  ______________________________

Contributions to the RVW Open Road Program can 
be made as a one-time contribution or as annual 
or monthly contributions made by check, a bank’s 
bill pay service or credit card. All contributions 
automatically accrue from one level to the next. 
A household may participate as one unit but may 
include no more than two individuals. To make a 
contribution, go to www.rvingwomen.org and click 
on Contribute, fill out the form and choose method 
of payment or mail the form below to RVW, P.O. 
Box 1940, Apache Junction AZ 85117-4074. Fax to 
480-671-6230.

Current year contributors are recognized each year in 
the March/April RVW magazine. For all individuals, 
households and chapters contributing to the Open 
Road program, we thank you for your support.

rVW open roaD program
paVing the WaY 
to oUr fUtUre
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thank YoU to oUr 2015 open roaD participants!
Your 2015 Open Road gifts totaled $25,920. Thank you for your great 
support! Your donations were used to upgrade our publications and 
marketing materials and support technology improvements. The donors 
listed here, and those who have remained anonymous, have made these 
improvements possible. Together, we are keeping RVW strong.

Traveler Tier — $5000 – $9999

Barbara Blackler
Cindy Turvy and Naomi Weinert

Adventurer Tier — $2500 – $4999

Cascadia Chapter
SoCALJourners Chapter
Texas Ramblin' Roses Chapter

Nomad Tier — $500 – $999

Pat Bowen Madeline Borthick
Vicky Huntley Janice Ives
Pat Mitchell Emma Lou Scott
Edwina Brown and Myra Roselinsky
Larry Ann Holley and Jane McKay
Dottie Pease and Thursa Stair
Sylvia Robinson and Dana Schodt

Arizona Chapter
Central-Cal Rovers Chapter
Lyte Hearts Chapter
Ohio River Valley Chapter 

Addtional Contributors 

Fran Adams Helen Anderson
Sandra Aronen Pat Bubel
Christine Clement Pat Cousins
Nancy Fagerstrom Mary Gosselin
Grace Haddad Jeanette Haller
Marian Howard Kathleen Huggins
Shirley Lisser
Mercedes McCullough Sherry Ortman
Pamela Rounseville Patricia Schmidt
Melody Shapiro Barbara Sirvis
Rebecca Steward 
Susan Blanchard and Marcia Schiano
Naomi and Eileen Carroll-Coyne 
René Gray and Pat Reader
Marie Kleckley and Andrea Villarreal

Sightseer Tier — $1000 – $2499

Wendy Humphreys Delight Miller
Jan Miller  Skye Surges
Virginia Bulone and Chris Perkins
Margaret Duncombe and Zoa McGuire
Barbara Hartman and Carol Suter
Audrey Miller and Donna Williams
Doris Fry and Constance Wray

Mid-America Chapter
Mid-Atlantic Chapter
Oregon Chapter
Solo Travelers Chapter

Camper Tier — $100 – $499

Celia Buckley  Barbara Conley
Lyn Gradwell Claire Griffin
Joanne Hart Margaret King
Carol Kramer Susan Mitchell
Beth Muench Judy Nigh
Julia Osgood Dianne Safford
Susan Trippet June Willoughby
Lori Youngs
Renee Bruce and Kay Nealis
Nancy Camp and Mary Egert
Sandra Clark and Diana Sievers
Yvonne Johnson and Wanda Johnson
Sherri Lohr and Mary McDonough
Sue Lebow and Pat Rhodes
Pam Mayne and Ann Pearson
Linda Petty and Ellen Rosen  

Florida Chapter
Great Lakers Chapter
Heart of Dixie Chapter
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Linda brown 
president Liaison to:
760-212-4654 Ads and Vendors 
lindab@rvingwomen.org Chapter Advisory Council 
Extended Term: 2013–2017 Magazine and Directory
Home State: California Site Selection Committee 
 RVW Website
	 RVW	Office	Oversight
pat bowen 
Vice president/secretary Liaison to:
830-624-9299 Member Services 
patb@rvingwomen.org RVW History
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Established in 1991, RVing Women 
is the oldest continually-operating 
organization dedicated to supporting 
women RVers. 

The RVW Board of Directors meets 
every month via a Go-to-Meeting online 
conference room. The board also meets 
for face-to-face meetings and workshop 
sessions in January and at the annual 
RVW Convention.

A schedule of board meetings, the RVW 
goals for 2016, and the minutes of RVW 
board meetings are published online at 
www.rvingwomen.org in the Members 
Only section. 

Your input is always welcome. If you 
have questions, you can submit them 
in writing via mail or email to the 
board president or post them on our 
website forum in the Ask the RVW Board 
area. Sign in to the website at www.
rvingwomen.org, then drop down from 
the Members Only and Forum menus. You 
can also post comments and suggestions 
in our website Suggestion Box, which is 
accessed from the Members Only menu.

The RVW office is staffed by Monica 
Lindmark and Kathi Contreras. They 
will be happy to help you if you have 
questions about member benefits or need 
help using the website or updating your 
member profile.Call 480-671-6226, send 

an email to rvwoffice@
rvingwomen.org or 
fax 480-671-6230. The 
office is open Monday 
through Friday, 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Arizona time.

Our mailing address is 
RVW, P.O. Box 1940, 

Apache Junction AZ 85117-4074. Feel 
free to visit when you are in the area. Our 
office is located at 879 N. Plaza Drive, 
Suite 103B (across the street from the 
Apache Junction post office).

RVW magazine is published six times a 
year. It is also published in pdf format 
and is available online from the Members 
Only menu at www.rvingwomen.org.

Pat Bowen, Christine Perkins, Bev Smethurst, Linda Brown, Meg van Zyl
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Board Biz

Linda Brown
2016 RVW President

From January 11 to January 15, five members of the 
Board of Directors met at the RVW office for the Board 
of Directors workshops and meetings. 

Pat Bowen and Bev Smethurst were welcomed as our 
newest members. What a treat to begin the year with 
five at the round table! 

As we began our week, we agreed how we would oper-
ate and work together as a board this year. Assignments 
for chapter and committee liaisons were completed. We 
reviewed our 2015 goals, mission statement, vision and 
values. We agreed not to change our mission statement, 
vision and values for 2016. 

Our weeklong meeting agenda included:
•	 A full review of our national bylaws with a profes-

sional registered parliamentarian. He made recom-
mendations to us so that our national bylaws would 
reflect how we function as a small board.  

•	 Reviewing our goals for 2015 to see how well we 
achieved those goals and then looking ahead to de-
termine our goals for 2016.  

•	 Looking forward to our 20th convention, which 
will be held from October 25 to 30 in Mesa, Arizona.  
Once again, you will be able to arrive early to take full 
advantage of all planned events and activities. Many 
of the events, tours and contracts were approved by 
the board during this weeklong meeting in January.

•	 Celebrating our 25th anniversary. This will be a year-
long event. Look for historical information in your 
magazine. If your chapter would like to share their 
history with everyone, please contact Dee Johnson 
at rvweditor@rvingwomen.org.

•	 Promoting RVW brand recognition. Our new RVW 
logo was presented during our recent convention in 
Shawnee, Oklahoma. The PR & Marketing Commit-
tee is developing strategies to improve recognition of 
RVW to those women “Who Love to RV.”  There are 
changes in the website and magazine already. A new 
brochure is coming soon. 

•	 National Event—Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta. We 
are eager to return to Albuquerque this year.  All we 
need is a rally host. Are you ready to volunteer?  If 
you are willing to host this great event, please contact 
Chris Perkins at chrisp@rvingwomen.org or call her 
at 216-389-4573.

•	 National Event—RVW Driving School. Our next 
driving school will be held in Drumright, Oklahoma 
on April 23 to 24. Details about this event are in this 
issue of the RVW magazine and on the RVW website. 
Participation is limited, so please register right away!   

Our 2016 goals and some of our strategies for accom-
plishing them are listed here.

•	 Increase organizational growth and stability by pro-
viding a quality experience for a greater number of 
women who RV.
1. Improve membership retention.                                                                   
2. Increase the number of national events.       
3. Increase the number of chapter rallies.                                       
4. Increase the number of informal chapter rallies.

•	 Maintain communications between members and 
leadership.
1. Continue Board Biz in magazine and online, 

E-news, monthly CAC meetings and the online 
Suggestion Box.                                                                                                                                  

2. Develop members’ survey.                                  
•	 Improve brand recognition.            

1. Promote new logo.               
2. Develop new magazine masthead and brochure.        

•	 Maintain a balanced budget.        
•	 Achieve Open Road contributions of $21,000 to:

1. Promote RVW to more women.
2. Continue website and database development.                                                                                     

There were some very important changes in Board 
of Directors officer positions during our meeting on 
 January 15. 
•	 Meg van Zyl submitted her resignation to the RVW 

Board of Directors effective December 31, 2016.  
•	 Bev Smethurst resigned as board secretary effective 

immediately and became our co-treasurer. Meg will 
mentor Bev in the duties and responsibilities of the 
RVW Treasurer.  

•	 Pat Bowen was elected to serve as secretary for the 
remainder of 2016.  She will continue to serve as our 
vice president. 

We had a very full, exciting and successful week working 
together and making plans for the future of RVW. The 
Board Biz, Steering Column and E-News will continue 
this year. CAC meetings will return to a monthly format, 
beginning in February. The Submit a Problem and Sug-
gestion Box will continue on the RVW website. 

We are always interested in hearing from you, whether 
it be by phone, email or snail mail to all of the Board 
of Directors, your president or your Board of Directors 
liaison.  Let us hear from you!

Our goals for 2016 did not change significantly. Our 
focus will be on:
•	 Increasing brand recognition of RVing Women 

to “Women who love to RV” and throughout the 
RV community. 

•	Encouraging national and chapter events that will 
increase attendance.

•	Reducing membership non-renewals. 
•	Supporting new and ongoing special projects.
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If you have questions about finding or using the online resources RVW offers,  
contact Jan Miller, E-Communications Committee Chair, at janbouldercity@aol.com.

You're on the road and you left your new 
RVW Membership Directory at home?

WEbSiTE RESouRCES foR TRAvEl plANNiNg

Are you making summer travel plans for an area that you have never visited? The RVW website has several 
areas that might help you in your travel planning.

To get started, sign into the website at www.rvingwomen.org. You will need a user name or password. If you 
do not have one, telephone the RVW office at 480-671-6226 for assistance. 

On the website, you will be directed first to your profile. This is a good time to verify that all information is 
correct, particularly your personal email address, and that you give permission for other RVW members to 
view your contact information. This will be especially important if an RVW member wishes to contact you 
about travel in your home area.

After verifying your information, you may wish to explore an index of articles written by RVW members 
in RVW magazine. To reach the index, go to the top of the home screen and click on Helpful Links. Scroll 
down to the bottom of the page where, on the right side, you will see Where to Go, What to See. Click there 
and then click on Index and you will be directed to a list of articles, organized by location and author. 
Clicking on the title takes you directly to the article.

After you have identified where you are going, you may wish to find others traveling to the same area. 
When you scroll down from Members Only—>Forum—>RVing Lifestyle—>Caravanning and Meet Ups, you will 
be able to review posts from others who are traveling. You can post your own wish to join up with other 
RVW members in a particular area by clicking on New Topic at the top of the page. Remember to post the 
date and place you plan to travel in your New Topic subject line to make it easier for others to see what you 
have in mind. This is a secure area that only RVW members may review.

As you finalize your plans, you may wish to see if there are any rallies planned in the areas you are visiting. 
Click on the left lower side of any screen next to Events and Rallies where it says more. Here you may scroll 
through all upcoming events by taking your cursor to the bottom of the page. If you prefer to narrow you 
search by chapter, click on the drop down box arrow at the top of the page (it says All Categories when first 
loaded). Select the chapter whose rallies you wish to view and click on their rally schedule. If you prefer to 
view rallies in a calendar view, click on Month View at the top of the page and a calendar will display the 
rallies scheduled for the month you select.

Finally, you may wish to use the Community Search Box at the top left side of any page on the website. Enter 
the city you are visiting and RVW members who live in that city will be displayed. You may wish to contact 
them for specific information. If a particular city has been cited in a rally report or article, that reference 
may be listed as well. Clicking on the link will take you to the information where you might read of places 
members have explored while in the area.

It is often said that planning travel is nearly as fun as actually doing it. Enjoy the resources on the RVW 
website as you plan your upcoming travels!

RVW makes it easy to find other members anywhere you go. You can search online 
or simply open the pdf of our new 2016 RVW Membership Directory that also is 
available at www.rvingwomen.org. It is organized exactly like the print directory you 
received with this magazine.

Please remember that the RVW Membershjp Directory is pubslished for the exclusive 
use of RVW members and is not to be used for commercial purposes or financial 
gain. Your membership agreement and acceptance of this directory indicates 
your agreement with this policy and your agreement that you will not share this 
information with non-members or allow its unauthorized use.
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To keep this strong organization vibrant, we need good candidates to run 
for positions on the RVW Board of Directors. Please consider using your 
time and your skills as a member of the board. 

To serve on the RVW Board of Directors, as of January 1 of the election 
year, you must meet the following criteria:

 � Have been an RVW member in good standing for two or more years.
 � Have attended at least one RVW national convention.
 � Have life skills that support the duties of the Board of Directors of 
RVing Women and/or have been an active participant at either the 
national or chapter level, defined as having:
•	 Served on a national committee for a minimum of one year, or
•	 Served as a chapter officer for a minimum of one year, or
•	 Planned and hosted at least one RVW national event or two  

chapter rallies.
 � Have basic computer skills, computer access and internet access.
 � Possess good communications skills.
 � Can be available and able to attend two extended annual workshops 
(one in January and a second one before the national convention) 
and attend monthly board meetings and at least three chapter leader 
meetings per year by phone or internet.

Board candidates will be strongly encouraged to attend the meetings of the 
Board of Directors to be held in October in Mesa, Arizona (immediately 
prior to the 2016 national convention and pre-convention activities).  
Board candidates may campaign at the convention. 

Please complete the candidate application and return it by July 1, 2016 to 
the RVW Office, P.O. Box 1940, Apache Junction AZ 85117-4074 or email  
to rvwoffice@rvingwomen.org. Attach a head-and-shoulders color photo  
(as a professionally processed print or high-resolution jpeg file). 

For information, contact Christine Perkins, RVW Board of Directors liaison 
to the Election Committee, at 216-389-4573 or chrisp@rvingwomen.org.

ver 01 16

candidate application for the rVW board of Directors

Name _________________________________________ Chapter Affiliation(s) ___________________________________________

Address _______________________________________ City ______________________________ State ______Zip_______________

Phone ______________________Cell Phone _____________________Email Address _____________________________________

With this form, attach a color photo (head and shoulders) and a statement that includes:
•	Your tenure with RVW, the number of years, highlights, disappointments, etc.(100 words or less), 
•	Your goals for RVW, the challenges and opportunities we now face (100 words or less),
•	A bio highlighting experiences you have that would contribute to the RVW mission to provide women RVers, 

regardless of race, religion, sexual orientation, disability or financial status, a supportive network and the 
opportunity to enjoy the RVing lifestyle in a safe and knowledgeable manner. 

The deadline for submitting this application is July 1, 2016.

Call for Candidates  

for the 2017 RVW 

Board of Directors

We need your talent.
We need your support.

We need your you!

You can do it! You can run  
for a position on the 2017 
RVW Board of Directors.  
Two positions will be open

Say yes, and do it now!  
The deadline for submitting 
your application is July 1.
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25 years strong!
Looking forward to the next 25!
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Here's how to order from  

the RVW online store

Our new logo is ready to wear!

Shop the online store for RVW clothing, 
flags, decals and embroidered patches.

1. To start your shopping adventure, you will first need to sign in to the 
RVW website with your member ID and password. From the RVW 
online store, click on "Clothing and Accessories." On the next page, 
click on "View Product." That will take you to the instructions. Click 
on the rvingwomen.qbstores.com link and start shopping. You will 
be able to have every item you select delivered to your door, or mail 
forwarding address, and you will be charged only one shipping charge 
for each order, regardless of the number of items ordered.

2. Click on the category you want to look at (see the "Shop by Product" 
listing on the left-hand side of the page). Next you will see a page with 
the RVW logo.

3. Click on the logo. That will open up the clothing items you want to 
see. If you want a closer look, click on the picture. You can move your 
pointer over the picture to see more detail. To see how the RVW logo 
will look with a certain color, move your pointer over the colored 
boxes on the order form.

4. Once you have decided on a color and size, just add it to your 
shopping cart. If you want to continue shopping and want to look at 
other items, click on the RVW logo at the upper right corner of the 
page to go back to the landing page and repeat the above steps for a 
different category.

5. When you are done shopping, go to checkout and follow the 
instructions.

While online, you may notice there are men's items shown in the store. 
We have included them because we know some women prefer the looser 
fit that men's clothes offer. 

Additional items not displayed can be special ordered. To inquire, contact 
Diana Langley at pawprints@earthlink.net.

Change of Address

If your mailing address, 
phone number or email 
address changes,  please 
go online to update your 
contact information, even if 
the change is temporary. To 
update, log in to our website 
at www.rvingwomen.org, go 
to Manage Profile and then 
to Edit Bio. If we do not have 
your current address on file, 
your copy of RVing Women 
magazine is not forwarded. 
Instead, it is destroyed at 
the post office and RVW is 
charged a service fee.

Membership Cards

RVW membership cards are 
online and available at any 
time for you to print. To 
print your membership card, 
sign in to the RVW website 
at www.rvingwomen.org, 
go to the left side menu, 
select Manage Profile, and then 
select Membership Card. Your 
card will be displayed with 
your membership number 
and membership expiration 
date. If you are a member 
that does not go online, we 
can print and mail your new 
membership card when you 
renew. Just let us know.

Plus-4 Zip

The U.S. Post Office seems 
often to be on the move, 
changing things around. A 
recent change has affected 
our RVW plus-4 zip code. 
Our mailing address now is 
RVW, P.O. Box 1940, Apache 
Junction, AZ 85117-4074. 

If you are sending something 
to our physical address by 
courier, UPS or Fed-Ex, that 
plus-4 zip also has changed. 
Our physical address is 879 
N. Plaza Drive, Suite 103B, 
Apache Junction, AZ 85120-
4132.
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We are pleased to recognize Lori Alexander, Linda Cargile, Sue 
Clark, Kit Cutrone, Kim Gillow, Sandra Goldman, Liz Kieffer, 
Jonni Pettit, Nina Hemmelgarn, Marge Humphrey, Ann Milton, 
Bonnie O'Laughlin, Gayle Pierce, Marie Potter, Debbie Rosselle 
and Pamela Wilson for their success in recruiting members who 
joined RVW during the months of January and February. To all of 
you who are telling the women you meet about RVW, our thanks 
for sharing. 

Wilma Aronhalt, a member of the Mid-America Chapter, was the 
winner of a $50 gift certificate in the RVW Recruitment Campaign 
drawing held at the end of 2015. You can find information about 
this year's Recruitment Campaign on page 28.

Mile Markers
      Shawna Rae Simpson passed away on November 13, 2015. She loved people and living life to the fullest. 
Her friendly presence and genuine interest in you would immediately draw you to her. She was a good 
storyteller and enjoyed making people laugh. She also loved traveling. She was employed as a civilian with 
the U.S. Navy as an HR specialist. This allowed her to move herself and her family to many different places, 
including Germany. She traveled throughout Europe and explored many countries and cultures. Camping 
also was a favorite activity, and she especially loved camping with the Cascadia Chapter of RVW. Some of the 
good times she talked often about were a tie dye workshop she held with her friend Patti, sitting around the 
campfire at night, playing games, RVW potlucks and socializing with the many friends she made. Shawna is 
survived by her three grown children and her wife Diane Phillips.

Dianne Pond, 71, passed away on November 25, 2015, in Vancouver, Washington. She was a charter 
member of the Cascadia Chapter of RVing Women, which formed in 1999. Dianne served as the chapter's 
first events activities planner and held that position through 2001. She played a major role in helping 
Cascadia to become the largest chapter in RVW. Dianne was retired from The Boeing Company. After 
her retirement, she spent several years in Apache Junction, Arizona. She was an active member of the 
community, participating in woodcrafts, stained glass arts, quilting, and music groups. She loved her doggie 
pets and took them with her on her many RV travels. She moved three years ago to Vancouver, Washington 
to be near her son and daughter. She will be missed by her many friends and sister RVW travelers.

 Jane Lynn (Rusty) Cunningham passed away on December 14, 2015. She was an outspoken Irish redhead 
who loved life and was always open to new adventures. A longtime member of RVW and Texas Ramblin’ 
Roses, Rusty served as the chapter's vice president, hosted numerous rallies, and was a force for women in 
camping, promoting RVW and Texas Ramblin' Roses at every opportunity. She master minded the story circle 
and carted the coffee pot to every rally. She made sure that we did not forget the less fortunate, collecting for 
women’s shelters and animal shelters. Rusty drew people like moths to a flame with her great big smile and 
abundant vitality. Newcomers (and any strays hanging around) were warmly embraced and folded into the 
camaraderie of the rally. Her campfires included an ever-growing circle, filled with stories and laughter. Rusty 
loved her family, her beloved dog Buttons, fishing anytime and anyplace, RVing, and just about everyone she 
met. We will always remember her smiling face, raspy voice, down home charm and open heart.”  

In January, plaques were added to the RVW memorial garden to honor the following RVW members who 
have passed: Sally Abston, Texas Ramblin' Roses Chapter; Gail Balf, FreeWheelers Chapter; Barbara Clark, 
Arizona Chapter; Janet Horton-Payne, Oregon Chapter; Becky Pitchard, Mid-America Chapter; Dianne 
Pond, Cascadia Chapter; Nancy Shoop, Ohio River Valley Chapter and former RVW President; Shawna 
Simpson, Cascadia Chapter; Sharon Souter, Texas Ramblin' Roses Chapter; and Judy Vance, Great Lakers 
Chapter. The RVW memorial garden is located inside Celia's Garden in Quartzsite, Arizona.

Gratitudes and Opportunities

Celebrate with us! 
To mark our 25th 
aniversary year, we 
want to celebrate 
your RVW stories. Tell us about the 
history of your chapter, a special 
memory you have shared with other 
RVW members, or something about 
the way RVW has influenced your 
life. Please send your celebration 
letters to rvweditor@rvingwomen.
org or mail to RVW, P.O. Box 1940, 
Apache Junction, AZ 85117-4074.
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MID-AMERICA CHAPTER
Kansas – Oklahoma – Missouri – Arkansas – Illinois 

website: rvwmidamerica.com

  Diana Sievers weez17@sbcglobal.net  
  618-660-5338

 Anna Smith cattleannies@juno.com 
  785-221-8816

 Shirley Hausman cynthia.riggins@att.com 
  618-806-2244

 Sue McDonald sue6696@gmail.com 
  501-442-6623

 Barb Schneider bks311@gmail.com  
  816-225-5848

 Susan Trepoy strepoy@cox.net 
  316-706-5006

LYTE HEARTS CHAPTER
Wisconsin – Minnesota – Illinois 

Iowa – Nebraska – Missouri

 Sara Gould sarasheen@earthlink.net 
  952.201.1468

 Sandy Ferris smferris@hughes.net 
  618-498-1721 / 618-535-3007

GREAT LAKERS CHAPTER
Michigan – Illinois – Indiana – Ohio – Pennsylvania 

www.greatlakersrvw.org 
glrvw.wordpress.com

 Thomasine Preniczky greatlakerpres15@gmail.com

 Pat Pokay greatlakersecretary@gmail.com

FLORIDA CHAPTER
Florida

 Bev Smethurst bevsmethurst@aol.com 
  941-524-1261

 Sally Blonder slb434@aol.com 
  386-586-3800

 Marge Humphrey egram50@comcast.net 
  772-919-2373

 Gypsy Gaeta caralfa@verizon.net 
  941-228-7690

 Michele Gruccio mgruccio01@bellsouth.net 
  954-804-9355

CASCADIA CHAPTER
Washington State – British Columbia 

www.cascadiarvw.com

 Elaine Ploegstra crvwpresident@cascadiarvw.com 
  206-369-9553

 Sage MacLeod crvwpreselect@cascadiarvw.com 
  360-376-7243

 Penny Duex crvwsecretary@cascadiarvw.com 
  360-689-9090

 Janet Adolphson crvwtreasurer@cascadiarvw.com 
  425-778-8138 / 425-922-6648

 Cindi Strong crvwevents@cascadiarvw.com 
  425-222-7641

 JoAnn Wiszmann zip5per@fairpoint.net 
  360-446-6039

ARIZONA CHAPTER
Arizona – Adjacent States – Snowbirds

 Marilyn Teresi rockinwheels@mteresi.com  
  602-377-1297

 Jan Miller janbouldercity@aol.com  
  702-335-7839 / 702-505-2609

 Linette Davis linettedav@gmail.com 
  360-510-1472

 Jolene Greeley jtgreeley@gmail.com 
  480-332-6724

 Diane Tricomi pegberger@aol.com 
  480-620-6596

FREEWHEELERS CHAPTER
Northern California – Northern Nevada 

www.rvwfreewheelers.org

 Marsha Nichols nicholsm46@gmail.com 
  831-596-1494

 Winona Abrams wafreerv@yahoo.com 
  707-778-2179

 Irene Paulin ipaulin47@gmail.com 
  916-212-5457

 Casper Nordahl casperghost73@yahoo.com 
  916-588-7109

 Sheila Grothe skraut@hughes.net 
  530-284-1919

HEART OF DIXIE CHAPTER
Louisiana – Mississippi – Alabama – Georgia

 Martha Scarbrough heartofdixiepres@hotmail.com 
  225-892-5806

 Deborah Hirschman heartofdixiesec@gmail.com 
  404-643-6252

 Sharon Brown yellowbus11@att.net 
  706-575-0798

 Karen Knight kknight601@gmail.com 
  404-797-1437

BOONIES CHAPTER
For members interested in boondocking

 Sandy Thuet sandytht@yahoo.com 
  707-349-9667

 Kati Weingartner katiwaz@gmail.com 
  480-220-2834

You are welcome to participate in chapter and national 
events wherever you go. Space may be limited, so 
make reservations as far in advance as possible. Please 
check the Calendar of Events descriptions (see page 52) 
for information relating to rally activities, registration 
deadlines, any applicable activity or rally fees, and event 
contact information.
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FULLTIMERS CHAPTER
Bringing full-time RVers together from all areas 

of the United States, Canada and Mexico

 Dee Johnson lindeej@gmail.com 
  360-510-2557
 Janis Chernoff jaderus@msn.com 
  480-220-3779

SOLO TRAVELERS CHAPTER
Bringing solo travelers together from all areas 

of the United States, Canada, and Mexico 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/rvsolotravelers

 Liz Kieffer lizzy2u56@gmail.com 
  608-835-5330

 Roseann Molyneaux rmolyneaux@aol.com 
  815-568-6640 / 815-931-3574

 Wendy Humphreys gladah4@aol.com 
  304-552-5939

 Susan Mitchell semitchell5@gmail.com 
  919-906-4863

MID-ATLANTIC CHAPTER
District of Columbia – Pennsylvania – New Jersey 
Maryland – Delaware – Virginia – West Virginia  

Kentucky – Tennessee – Georgia – Alabama 
North Carolina – South Carolina 

www.midatlanticrvw.com

 Glenys Riley glenys.riley@gmail.com 
  301-943-7887 / 301-805-7255

 Stephanie Crowley estephaniec@verizon.net 
  443-520-1400 / 410-461-8799

 Lee Ensor megtaylor.taylor@gmail.com 
  717-891-9644

 Jeanne Houck luckyjzh@verizon.net 
  410-461-8785

NORTHEAST NETWORK
Maine – New Hampshire – Vermont – New York 

Massachusetts – Rhode Island – Connecticut  
Ontario – Quebec – New Brunswick – Nova Scotia

 Sandie Bock sandiebock@comcast.net 
  617-861-7569

 Rayleen Stubbs rayleen@optonline.net 
  860-567-2722

 Anne Chipperfield agchip@me.com 
  802-579-9669

 Gail Medine grmedine@gmail.com 
  508-885-7067

 Chris Devaney rvcampermaine@myfairpoint.net 
  207-636-1098

 Jacquie Martin jacquie.martin49@yahoo.com 
  603-895-1390

OHIO RIVER VALLEY CHAPTER
Michigan – Illinois – Indiana – Ohio 
Pennsylvania – Kentucky – Tennessee

 Kathy Isenhour kisenhour51@gmail.com 
  317-273-9792 / 317-372-0680

 Terry Miller millerter@juno.com 
  317-271-0602

 Susan Alspaugh sgalspaugh@gmail.com 
  812-322-4955

 Pat Setser psetser@sbcglobal.net 
  941-924-1426

ROCKY MOUNTAIN CHAPTER
Wyoming – Colorado – New Mexico 

www.rmrvw.org

 Peggy Schueler golfinbrats@aol.com 
  719-570-1348

 Dana Barror dancindragonfly64@yahoo.com 
  505-690-0863

 Lea Young bluefrogca@gmail.com 
  970-398-0124

 Nancy Hurley rvmama100@yahoo.com 
  206-650-7069

 Florence Andrews floffice@wildblue.net 
  719-250-5095

TEXAS RAMBLIN' ROSES CHAPTER
Texas

 Pat Brown trrpres@gmail.com 
  713-501-7832

 Iona Cooley links42@yahoo.com 
  940-453-6475 

 Judith Gedalia gedalijudy@yahoo.com 
  713-501-7832

 Donna Campbell dkcampbell528@gmail.com 
  512-809-8614

SOCALJOURNERS CHAPTER
Southern California

 Sandy Powe heypo2@aol.com 
  818-469-1734

 Ruth Ann Krisa ocpetcompanions@cox.net 
  949-554-5496

 Dianne Saurenman dsaurenman@gmail.com 
  626-917-6191 / 626-429-5644

 Sue Perry twokampnuts@aol.com 
  714-821-8929

OREGON CHAPTER
Oregon 

www.oregonrvingwomen.org

 Patricia (Beckey) Beckey rvwbeckey@gmail.com 
  541-680-1935

 June Willoughby rthrbgolfn@gmail.com 
  541-888-9634 / 541-294-4595

 Patti Knight debknight@hughes.net 
  541-267-5564

 Sandy Brown sbsalem@msn.com 
  503-364-8972 / 503-569-3125

 Jeanette Haller jeanettehaller@comcast.net 
  541-915-3583
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December presented perfect grilling weather for the Texas Ramblin' Roses rally in Burnet, Texas. Shown here waiting for briquettes to 
light are GayNell Juenke, Judith Gedalia, Carol King and Betty Burnett.  / photo: Pat Brown
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Saturday activities at the FreeWheelers Chapter rally in December included a trip into 
Sutter Creek to enjoy the holiday festivities taking place. / photo: Penny Walker

Chapter News
Florida Chapter
Fellsmere, Florida

January 21 to 24: Over 60 women 
attended our monthly rally in January. 
The rally began Thursday evening with 
a visit to Marsh Landing Restaurant 
for dinner. This restaurant is owned 
by one of our members and the food 
was excellent.

On Friday, we visited the Florida Or-
ganic Aquaculture Shrimp Farm. Based 
out of Fellsmere, the shrimp are raised 
at the most scientifically advanced 
aquaculture ever created. We had the 
opportunity to tour the company and 
observe millions of shrimp in various 
stages of life.

The rest of the weekend was the 
main reason we went to Fellsmere. 
Several RVW members of the Florida 
Chapter volunteered to assist with the 
25th Annual Frog Leg Festival. Mem-
bers provided over 300 hours of volun-
teer time serving frog leg and alligator 
dinners, cleaning up, and assisting in 
the beer garden. 

Over 6,100 dinners were served in 
spite of cold weather!

The festival provides support for 
local youth activities, including up-
grading the ball field for the girls and 
boys baseball leagues and providing 

swim lessons for every third grader. 
The music, art and physical education 
programs at the elementary school 
received $1,000 and other provisions. 
We all had a great time donating for a 
great cause!— Michaele Gruccio

Freewheelers Chapter
Plymouth, California

December 3 to 7: Twenty-four 
RVs and 34 women gathered at Far 
Horizon’s 49er Village RV Park for our 
December outing hosted by Kathy 

Florida Chapter members provided over 300 hours of volunteer time serving frog leg and alligator dinners, cleaning up, and assisting in 
the beer garden at the 25th Annual Frog Leg Festival held in Fellsmere, Florida. Proceeds from the festival benefit youth activities in the 
local community. / photo: Michaele Gruccio
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Pearce and Penny Walker. Our Friday 
evening meet and greet was held in 
the clubhouse. The nice warm fireplace 
was kept stoked with wood by Linda 
and Shelly.

Saturday started with a delicious 
potluck breakfast and then a rig warm-
ing for newbie Ellen McCord and her 
two dogs. Those that participated in 
Casper’s holiday cookie exchange came 
home with some delightful looking 
trays of cookies. Several people car-
pooled into Sutter Creek for lunch and 
to enjoy the holiday festivities taking 
place in town with people dressed in 
period costume, carriage rides, crafts 
fair and decorated shops.

That evening, we had a delightful 
Italian-themed potluck dinner fol-
lowed by our Secret Santa gift exchange 
led by Kathy Pearce. We enjoyed a 
great time, some fun gifts and lots of 
laughter.

Decorated RV’s were voted on, 
with Christine and Susan winning first 
place, Connie and Nancy second, and 
a tie for third between Casper and Sue 

and Kathryn.
We gathered again Sunday morn-

ing for our clean-out-the-refrigerator 
breakfast and goodbyes. Those lucky 
enough to stay another day enjoyed 
dinner together Sunday night at the 
local Mexican restaurant.

Thank you Freewheelers. Our dona-
tion table was overflowing with holiday 
gifts for the Sleep Train Foster Kids. 
—Susan DuShane

FreeWheelers Chapter
Vacaville, California

January 7 to 10: Thirty-six Free-
Wheelers gathered together  in 22 
rigs at Vineyard RV Park for our first 
outing of the year. The cold weather 
was forgotten as we played games by 
the warmth of the Franklin stove and 
enjoyed the festive New Years decora-
tions in the clubhouse.

Friday night started off with hot 
apple cider, spiced and plain, provided 
by hostesses Sharon Schauer, Doc   
 Seday and Lee Schremp. Our finger 
food potluck followed and was, as 
usual, delicious and abundant. 

Many stayed in the clubhouse by 
the warm fire for hours, catching up 

with one another. We were lulled to 
sleep that night by the sound of much 
needed rain.

At our Saturday morning potluck 
breakfast, we were treated to a real 
delicacy—freshly made blueberry, 
strawberry and chocolate chip pan-
cakes flipped by Doc.

RVW members who participated in 
the Saturday potluck breakfast at the 
FreeWheelers rally in January were treated 
to freshly made blueberry, strawberry and 
chocolate chip pancakes flipped by Doc 
Seday. / photo: Mary Sue Ferrell

FreeWheelers enthusiastically supported a Pig-in-a-Poke auction held at the chapter's 
January rally. Members brought white elephant items in a paper bag and others bid on 
them. The event added $400 to the FreeWheelers fund. / photo: Mary Sue Ferrell
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Saturday afternoon was enlivened 
by a Pig-in-a-Poke auction. Members 
brought white elephant items in a 
paper bag and others bid on them. 
Marlene Morrison was the high bidder 
of the day. We had a hilarious time 
and raised a grand total of $400 for the 
FreeWheelers fund.

Our Saturday night potluck was 
yummy and was followed by card play-
ing and other games.

Sunday morning, we joined togeth-
er for a leftovers breakfast and to say 
goodbye to those who were leaving. A 
few stayed until Monday. Even though 
the weather was cold and inclement, 
the atmosphere in the clubhouse was 
warm and fun.—Irene Paulin

Fulltimers Chapter
Quartzsite, Arizona

January 18: Several Fulltimers 
Chapter members gathered in Quartz-
site for the annual boondocking rally 
sponsored by the Arizona Chapter. We 
held a business meeting on Monday 
and approved the minutes of our chap-

ter meeting on October 22 in Shawnee, 
Oklahoma. Dee Johnson gave a finan-
cial report and also announced that 
an anonymous donation was made on 
behalf of the Fulltimers Chapter for a 
breakfast at the Quartzsite rally. 

Results of an online survey distrib-
uted to chapter members were dis-
cussed and plans were made to hold a 
chapter get-together in Mesa, Arizona 
when members convene for the 2016 
RVW Convention and to also get a 
panel of chapter members together 
to host a roundtable seminar at the 
convention.

Other suggestions included hold-
ing short events hosted by various 
members wherever they happened to 
be that would include get-togethers 
and perhaps some informal seminars. 
The Fulltimers Chapter RVW web page 
can be used to send announcements 
of these events. Expenses could be 
covered by donation.

Stephanie Ringer reported that the 
blogs on our web page are being used. 
When she and Jessie Bunn posted their 

plans to camp at Padre Island, they 
were joined for lunch by other mem-
bers who had seen the posting.

Our meeting followed a group of 
seminars led by RVW members, includ-
ing a presentation by Stephanie on 
RVillage.com. A discussion followed as 
to how our RVW web page blogs could 
be used to let other members know 
about planned itineraries and RVillage 
could be used to identify other mem-
bers staying in the same area. Stephanie 
has set up a page on RVillage that is 
open to RVW members only. Mem-
bers can access the page by friending 
PresidentRVWFulltimers.—Dee Johnson

Mid-Atlantic Chapter
Egg Harbor, New Jersey

August 12 to 16: About 24 of The 
Mid-Atlantic group converged once 
again at Holly Acres RV Park for our 
annual Bocce Ball and Hand and Foot 
tournaments. People started arriving 
on Wednesday. By Friday, everyone 
had arrived and the tournaments had 
started.
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Our hosts, Cindy Hoernlein and 
Nancy Davis, created a wonderful and 
relaxing four days of fun, food and 
fellowship. They planned activities for 
all and included downtime for rest and 
relaxation.

Each year in the pavilion, we have a 
Swap and Shop area set up on the stage. 
It is there for people to bring no longer 
used items for rigs, with some home 
items thrown in. These items are given 
away, bargained for a swap, or sold. 
A sample list of some items includes 
board games, lawn games, books, 30- 
or 50-amp extension cords, rig covers, 
converters, hats, shirts, RV rugs and 
many more useful things. It really does 
benefit some members, especially the 
ones unloading the stuff. They no lon-
ger have to store it in their rigs! 

Thursday brought early registra-
tion and dinner on your own. We had 
enough members in attendance to start 
the Hand and Foot tournament. It was 
single elimination (double elimination 
would have put us into next week). If 
you lost your first game, you were out 
of the running. 

Let me tell you something, these 
Mid-Atlantic RV Women are very com-
petitive people! The tournament went 
on for two days with much shuffling 
and conversing. The conclusion came 
late Saturday night when Kathy Healy 
and Sandy Bosley beat Ruth Shiers 
and Katie Head to be crowned Hand 
and Foot winners for the second time. 
Kathy and Sandy also won this same 
tournament back in 2013. 

Ruth and Katie challenged Kathy 
and Sandy to a Hand and Foot game 
the next day. The cards eluded them. 
Kathy and Sandy lost graciously to 
Ruth and Katie very late Sunday night.

Several of us went out to breakfast 
together for pancakes Friday morning. 
Others welcomed the day with coffee 
and home-cooked meals at their re-
spective rigs. By noon, the Bocce Ball 
tournament was in full swing. (Yes, this 
pun was intended)! Again, competi-
tion was at its best and the crowd was 
very supportive of both sides. During 
non-tournament time, we enjoyed the 
pool, relaxed at our rigs, explored the 
area, or took naps. We gathered for 

cocktails and conversation around 5 
p.m. Everyone brought her own meal, 
plates and utensils for dinner. We gath-
ered at the pavilion to entertain each 
other and talk smack about the annual 
tournaments. 

Once dinner was completed, we 
gathered by the campfire to continue 
enjoying each other’s company. Meg 
Taylor has an International Space Cen-
ter (ISS) app. We had a clear night to 
watch it fly overhead. That was a pretty 
cool thing we all witnessed! Soon after, 
one by one we ventured back to our rigs 
for a good night’s sleep.

Saturday brought an awesome 
breakfast. We were all told we only had 
to bring our coffee mugs, and that was 
right! Scrambled eggs, bacon, fruit and 
other goodies were provided. It was 
an awesome and filling breakfast, just 
what everyone needed to start their 
day! After breakfast (and in-between 
Bocce Ball tournaments), many of us 
enjoyed a long afternoon at the pool. 
We soaked up some vitamin D, and we 
really got to put a little R&R into the 
rally weekend! 

Mid-Atlantic Chapter members returned to Holly Acres RV Park in Egg Harbor, New Jersey for their annual Bocce Ball and Hand and 
Foot tournaments. / photo: Glenys Riley
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We had a hotdog roast for lunch, 
followed by the final Bocce Ball round. 
Lee Ensor and Meg Taylor beat Darla 
Joslyn and Glenys Riley and will hold 
the Bocce Ball championship until 
next year. 

Dinner Saturday evening was a pot-
luck. Again, there was plenty of food, 
fun and fellowship! The night ended 
by the campfire with a sing-along led 
by Marsha Adelson and her guitar and 
another ISS viewing. 

Breakfast on Sunday morning was 
more casual: hardboiled eggs, fruit and 
pastries. There was just enough food to 
sustain all the people who would be 
packing up and heading out for home 
all around the Mid-Atlantic region. 
Oh, and the people who were staying 
until Monday? No worries. There were 
plenty of leftovers for that afternoon’s 
lunch. Food is one thing that we do 
not lack with this group. 

Once the day was done, many of us 
headed to the Harbor Diner for one last 
chance for us to have dinner together, 
share new stories, reflect on old memo-
ries, and enjoy each other’s company.

Monday was the pack up, clean up 
and head out day for the people who 
stretched the weekend out to make it 
longer. I would say that by noon, all 
Mid-Atlantic members were either on 
the road, halfway home, or already 
home. It was a great weekend with 
great friends. If you see one of our ral-
lies listed, please consider joining us 
for the weekend. You will not regret 
it!—Kathy Healy

Texas Ramblin’ Roses Chapter
Burnet, Texas

December 4 to 6: What a marvelous 
rally we had at Big Chief RV Resort. 
This beautiful resort sits on the shores 
of Lake Buchanan and provides most 
RV sites with a view. Our hosts, Page 
Graves, Judy Wisdom and Carol King, 
not only selected a beautiful park for 
the rally but also ordered up the per-
fect weather. We had good sleeping 
nights—not too hot, not too cold, just 
right—and beautiful sunny days for 
sitting out by our rigs and jawing. And 
each of those beautiful days ended with 
a glorious sunset.

We had a great turnout for this 
rally: 64 in attendance, including 

guests, scattered among 36 rigs and 
three cabins. About 10 were brand new 
members, having signed up at the 2015 
convention. We also had some drop-
ins to see what we are all about. And, 
as usual at our December rally, Roses 
brought a pickup truck full of needed 
items for donation to the Highland 
Lakes Family Crisis Center.

Big Chief RV Resort is in the coun-
try, and it is dark after the sun goes 
down. Late arrivals were lucky to 
have Pat Bowen (parking chair for the 
convention) guide them to their sites. 
Otherwise, we might have had some 
lost souls. 

Our Friday evening grill-your-own 
meal (thanks Judy and Robbie for the 
idea) had a hilarious start. There were 
two camps on how to start the char-
coal—the au naturale start with the 
famous charcoal starter chimney (no 
chemicals) and the chemical method 
of throwing lots of lighter fluid on the 
briquettes. The chemical method won 
the day when Iona Cooley got tired of 
waiting and applied ample chemicals.

Saturday began with visiting and 
high carb snacks followed by the 
distribution of Texas Ramblin’ Roses 
T-shirts. Finishing out the morning, 
Donna Parker and Judy Fields gave 

Activities at the Texas Ramblin' Roses rally in Burnet, Texas included a presentation by 
Donna Parker and Judy Fields on slide-out maintenance. / photo: Pat Brown
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The Texas Ramblin' Roses rally in December included a white elephant exchange. Shown here trying out their gifts are Mimi McLemore 
(left) and Barbara Long. / photos: Pat Brown

an exceptional presentation on slide-
out maintenance. They reviewed and 
explained the kinds of slide-outs, how 
they work, what the manufacturer 
recommends, and what the service 
technicians who actually do the work 
recommend. Another highlight of the 
rally was the induction of new rigs. 
With the sun beaming on our heads, we 
traipsed from rig to rig. With the crash 
and splash of a water balloon, eight rigs 
and their owners were inducted into 
the Ramblin’ Roses fold. 

In the afternoon, impromptu 
groups hiked the trails around the 
lake or went birding in hopes of see-
ing an eagle.

Saturday ended with a lively annual 
meeting, a spectacular sunset, a superb 
bar-be-cue dinner and the traditional 
white elephant gift exchange. Lori 
Sherwood, in her inimitable manner, 

directed the distribution of the gifts 
(She does it so well!). Get a great gift, 
stolen! Another great gift, gone! Some 
people just couldn’t hang on to their 
gifts. And then there were gifts you 
just couldn’t give away. And so it went. 
Great fun.

Sunday’s hitch-up breakfast of bis-
cuits, gravy and sausage sent us on our 
way. A great park, perfect weather, and 
lots of friends made this a spectacular 
weekend.—Pat Brown, Donna Campbell 
and Kathleen Baker

In the News
RVW member Kate Griffith made 

front page mention in the Fort  Myers 
News Press in an article published 
 January 27, 2016 announcing an 
upcoming Ghost Walk by volunteers 
at the Koreshan State Historic Site in 

Estero, Florida. Kate has volunteered 
there for the past several years as a 
history interpreter, in costume, and 
production coordinator. 

The Ghost Walk, now in its 25th 
year, includes vignettes about life as a 
 Koreshan, taste testing of cookies made 
from Koreshan recipes, and demon-
strations of Koreshan inventions. The 
Koreshans believed in a hollow earth 
theory in which the universe was 
contained within a concave sphere. 
That theory has long been disproved, 
but other ideas they embraced, es-
pecially in the areas of science and 
technology, have been recognized as 
being exceptionally advanced.

Kate has presented seminars at 
RVW rallies and conventions on 
volunteering. She is a member of the 
Florida and Mid-Atlantic chapters.
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When you help someone learn about this great organization for women who enjoy the 
RVing lifestyle, you also help yourself. 

Every time a new member tells us you have referred her, you will receive a $5 credit toward 
the following year's dues and your name will be entered in a six-month drawing. You could 
win $50. If you recruit the most members this year, you could win $100. 

So tell your friends and those women you meet on the road all about RVW. Successful 
recruiters and prize winners will be identified in the RVW magazine and website.

The chapter that was most successful in recruiting new members during the prior 
recruitment year (July through June) will be recognized at the RVW convention. A banner 
identifying the chapter and the year will be displayed. The chapter will receive the banner 
for use at rallies or events.

Fulltimers Chapter 
photo: Yvonne Johnson

Having fun?
Tell someone!
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The annual term of the current RVW Recruitment 
Campaign is July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016. 

Here is how the program works:

•	 For each new member recruited, the recruiting member 
receives $5 credit toward the following year’s dues. 

•	 Annually, the top two members recruiting the greatest number of new members will receive 
a cash award: $100 for the top recruiter and $75 for the runner-up. These awards will be split 
in case of a tie.

•	 A recruiting member will be entered into a six-month drawing for a $50 cash award each 
time a member she has recruited joins RVW. 

Tell your friends to mention your full name when they submit their applications for RVW 
membership. Credit is only recorded when a recruiting member is actually named on the new 
member's application.

Call the RVW office at 480-671-6226 or email rvwoffice@rvingwomen.org to request RVW 
brochures and new member application forms. Put your name on these materials and give 
them away to the women you meet.

SoCALjourners Chapter 
photo: Bev Laing

Lyte Hearts Chapter 
photo: Jeanne Carter

Cascadia Chapter 
photo: Elaine Ploegstra
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article and photos
by Kathe McCleave
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It wasn’t exactly the devil that made us do it, but there was 
this dragon that had something to do with it. 

It all started a couple years ago when I was wandering around 
the southeastern part of the country and picked up a local 
newspaper. There was a very small, paragraph-sized article 
that caught my attention and was so intriguing that I just 
had to cut it out and save it “just in case.” 

The article was a simple announcement of an upcoming 
motorcycle rally to be held in Eastern Tennessee. But what 
popped my eyes was that it was being held to ride the Tail 
of the Dragon, described as a section of U.S. 129 near the 
Tennessee/North Carolina border that slithered through 318 
curves in 11 miles. 

Go on! Really? 318 curves in 11 miles? 
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I have covered a lot of road in my 16 years of RVing, 
but I have never seen anything like 318 curves in 11 miles. 
I had never even heard of this dragon’s tail before. “What 
in the world would that look like?” I wondered. Even more 
curiously, “How hard would it be?” 

I filed the article in my Things To Do file.
And I waited, and I wondered, until one day, about two 

years later, an RVW friend asked if I would have any interest 
in meeting her for a weekend near Pigeon Forge,  Tennessee. 
“H-m-m-m,” I said to myself. “Pigeon Forge. Isn’t that some-
where in eastern Tennessee?” And visions of a dragon’s tail 
danced in my head. 

Well, to cut to the chase, of course it is—Pigeon Forge is 
in eastern Tennessee. So I saw my chance, and I went for it. 
Luckily, when we got together, my friend proved to be just 
as curious as I was. It wasn’t hard to persuade her that we 
really ought to go investigate this road. 

We planned a day trip that would include the Dragon’s 
Tail and touring the Cherohala Skyway. A fine thing about 
this plan was that it also included a little dip into western 
North Carolina. This is beautiful Smoky Mountain country, 
rustic, very scenic and full of many exceptional mountain-
driving loops, most of which are far more scenic than scary. 
It is not a lot of white knuckle driving around drop-off turns, 
and there is plenty of time to just enjoy the mountains, the 
forests, the scenic vistas you are driving through. These two 

stretches were easily incorporated into a 125-mile-or-so loop 
that worked out perfectly in terms of our getting back to 
our campground before nightfall.

We made the loop counter-clockwise so we came, saw 
and conquered the Dragon’s Tail first. (Sorry. I just had to 
say that.) While the turns are tight, they are doable, so don’t 
be too alarmed by their colorful names, such as Brake or Bust 
Bend, Pearly Gates, Shaw Grave Gap and, my favorite, Guard 
Rail Cliff. Having said that, however, this is not a road for 
larger RVs because of the tightness of some of the curves. The 
Tennessee Highway Department has lowered speed limits 
here to 30 mph and put a length restriction of 30 feet on 
vehicles. I have seen pictures of a semi navigating it, but 
it wasn’t possible to keep the truck confined to one lane 
around some of the bends. Going as we did roughly north 
to south, this fabled stretch of road ends at Deal’s Gap on 
the North Carolina state line. There, a couple commercial 
establishments will be happy to sell you T-shirts and let 
you pose with their parking lot dragon statues by the “I 
conquered the Tail of the Dragon” signs. 

Actually, you might have to conquer more than once. 
The first time through, you will be busy watching your 
driving and you may not notice that this 11-mile section 
is bordered by the Cherokee National Forest and that part 
of U.S. 129 marks the southwestern border of Great Smoky 
Mountain National Park. It is densely and beautifully 

This is beautiful Smoky Mountain country, rustic, very scenic and full of many exceptional mountain-driving loops, most of which are 
far more scenic than scary. 
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it gains some 4500 feet in elevation and follows mountain 
ridges back into Tennessee. When you cross the state line, 
the highway number changes to TN-165, and you pass from 
the Nantahala National Forest into the Cherokee National 
Forest. The Skyway takes its name from a combination of 
parts of those names, thus Cherohala. As a National Scenic 
Byway, you will find only nature, forests, overlooks and 
pull-offs here. There is no commercial development along 
the Skyway, but there are restrooms, picnic areas and some 
national forest service campgrounds. Some say the views 
rival anything to be found along the much better known 
Blue Ridge Parkway and are condensed into a much shorter 
drive. The Skyway terminates at Tellico Plains, Tennessee, 
where a visitor’s center and museum are located. From there, 
good state highways easily took us back to Pigeon Forge and 
our campground.

How happy I am that I saw and saved that little news-
paper clipping—or else this magical day might never have 
occurred! But it did, and now I can truly say, “Been there, 
done that, got the T-shirt.” Ask me. I would be proud to 
show it to you.

wooded, with no commercial development impinging on 
your senses. Well, except that you will pass by several photo 
tents where professionals patiently wait and snap endless 
shots of motorcycles and sports cars leaning into curves. 
At the end of the day, if you check out their websites, you 
might find a great action shot featuring you looking daring 
that they will gladly sell you. (If you are looking terrified or 
car sick, you might want to pass.) But it is all fun and part 
of the mystique.

Within a mile or so of Deal’s Gap, you can catch NC-143 
heading west, which is the start of the 40-some-mile Chero-
hala Skyway. This is known as the Mile High Skyway because 

Of course my friend Alice Thomas and I took a photo to 
prove our conquering of the dragon. Along the way, we 
saw several photo tents with websites loudly displayed. 
Each sheltered a photographer patiently waiting to take our 
photo as we leaned into one of the Dragon's Tail curves.
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by Jonni Pettit

The road to Homer, Alaska from  Anchorage was less than grand, 
but what it lacked was made up in the views. Glacier after glacier 
poured down the tall mountains that greeted us at every turn. Along 
these steep highlands the ice was melting—slowly. Crystal pools and 
hastening rivers rushed along the roadways. I stuck my camera to the 
window and couldn’t stop clicking. 

Homer and Beyond

photo: Jonni Pettit
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Our RV park was just above the 
water, and our spaces were tiered, so 
everyone had a grand view. 

Forecast rain caused most of us to 
reschedule a planned boat trip until 
the following day, but those who went 
said the ride was glorious. Nine whales 
come close to their boat. 

The rest of us boarded the next day 
and headed out to see the wildlife and 
the small island town of Seldonia. We 
saw a few distant whales, several large 
sea otters and plenty of eagles. When 
we docked at the town, three of our 
intrepid explorers took the Otterbaun 
hike across the island. It was like trek-
king through a cooler version of a rain 
forest—no moss, though. Along the 
way, we tasted berries and enjoyed the 
views. We rated the trail as medium 
difficult. We reached the opposite side, 
tired but ready to take the flat trail 
around the shoreline. We couldn’t find 
it. Someone told us we had to return 
the harder way, retracing our steps! The 
ups were far longer and harder, and the 
downs shorter. We reached town, took 
five minutes to assuage our thirst with a 
gulped beer, and reached the boat just 
before it was scheduled to leave.

Our return was highlighted by a few 
whales breaching, showing their tails 
and flippers. Only those with quick 
shutter speeds were able to catch the 
antics. We also saw lots of spouts and 
even a few very shy dolphins. 

There were brats and dogs on the 
grill when we returned to our RV. We 
celebrated three birthdays and our 49th 
wedding anniversary. 

Next morning, we backtracked 
halfway up the roadway, and then 
took a new route down the peninsula 
to Seward, a better road. There were 
more spectacular glaciers, waterfalls 
and speeding rivers. One just can’t say 
enough about the views!

We carpooled to a research and 
educational animal sanctuary, funded 
from the Exxon Valdez accident. It was 
here we realized how expressive birds 
could be, and how large a personality 
they could have! We were treated to a 
private introduction to three puffins 
and their person, Jennifer. 

The first was a horned puffin named 
Rain. He looked at us with much 
interest and preened when Jennifer 
mentioned his name. When she said, 

“wings,” he flapped them and flew 
down to the ground to walk among us, 
inspecting some, and ignoring others. 

Dolly, a crested puffin, was intro-
duced next. She was a little princess. 
She strutted around the table, show-
ing off her two puffy feathers. When 
finished displaying herself, she checked 
us out and then sashayed into her cage. 
The birds mate for life, but they do 
cheat—occasionally. 

Klinger, a rhino puffin named for 
the little bump on his beak, was all 
show business. When it was time to 
go into his cage, he took off running 
and hid among the folded chairs along 
the back. Jennifer had to catch him to 
bring him to his cage. 

We enjoyed a short boat tour along 
the fjords the next morning. We saw 
grand forested coastal vistas, more 
whales and lots of eagles—so many, in 
fact, that we missed a quick tour of a 
glacier. The weather was lovely, the sea 
quiet, and the sky perfectly clear. 

The next morning, we toured Travis 
Beals’ Turning Heads Kennels. Travis 
is an Iditarod competitor. We learned 
everything about the race and equip-
ment, held four-week old puppies and 
petted the canine athletes. The dogs 
were amazing, pulling against the brake 
as soon as they were hooked up. It was 
obvious they loved their musher and 
enjoyed having company. They were 
long-legged, shorthaired racing dogs, 
not like the huskies we saw in Denali. 
The sled they pulled was nearly as 
heavy as the one used when they race. 
It included 11 of us and towed an ATV 
as well. We expected a 15-minute ride, 
but once the sled took off, we rode for 
nearly an hour over thrilling and varied 
terrain. Before we left, stories were told 
about racing and the hope of the owner 
to win in March 2016. Throughout the 
race, the dogs are checked at each stop 
by a vet. Any dog can be pulled if a 
blood test shows there are drugs in its 

Our week was filled with amazing sights 
and activities. We carpooled to an animal 
sanctuary near Seward and were rewarded 
with a private introduction to three 
puffins. Later, we visited Turning Heads 
 Kennels and enjoyed a dog-powered ride 
over thrilling and varied terrain. 

system or if there is evidence of any-
thing beyond normal fatigue or injury. 
The dogs are fed a special diet for the 
race, privy only to the musher and his 
team, legs are wrapped, warmers put on 
each muscle group, and jackets added.

We still had time for a tour of Exit 
Glacier National Park in the late af-
ternoon. This glacier is receding very 
quickly. 

We traveled to Palmer by repeating 
the road to Anchorage. After a clam 
chowder supper, we dropped into bed. 
There is so much to see and do on these 
trips that dropping into bed, tired but 
happy, is the norm.

The town of Palmer is unique in 
that it is the only Canadian town 
populated by volunteers from the lower 
48, mostly Wisconsin and Michigan. 
They were guaranteed a house, barn 
and necessities, covered by a loan that 

photo: Carol Gowing

photo: Jonni Pettit
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was to be paid back over time start-
ing after they had worked the farms 
for five years. The major crop for the 
first year was babies but, over the next 
few years, they became a major dairy 
producing area. 

In Palmer, we visited the town gar-
dens known for giant vegetables, like 
many featured on TV and in newspa-
pers around the world. 

Next, we toured the only musk ox 
farm in the world and learned about 
Qiviut, the Inuit word for the musk 
ox under-wool that is so prized and 
expensive.

Construction was the name of the 
game as we drove to Valdez. 

Our RV park, which was overrun 
with feral bunnies, was near the marina 
on Prince William Sound. The view was 
gorgeous.

A boat excursion took us onto Prince 
William Sound where we learned about 
the Exxon Valdez accident. Getting the 
spilled oil cleaned up immediately was 
delayed due to court actions and bad 
weather. By comparison, Valdez was 
not badly harmed, but most of the 
coastline and islands and places like 
Homer and Seward were devastated. 
Fishing areas and wildlife are still re-
covering. Many changes resulted. The 
Coast Guard has a major presence here, 
tankers are double hulled, ships are 
escorted into and out of harbors, and 
emergency response teams are on 24/7 
alert in port areas. 

The first sea life spotted on this 
boat excursion was a large raft of per-
haps 50 large sea otters. Eagles were 
everywhere, of course. Their white 
heads are easy to spot, but we had to 
look harder for the brown yearlings 
and fluffy chicks. We also saw lots of 
sea lions. They sounded like a bunch 
of 12-year-olds having a burping con-
test—or, judging by the smell, maybe 
it was a farting contest! Every kind of 
watercraft was seen—from kayaks to 
fishing trawlers to tankers.

We headed for Mears Glacier. We 
strained to see it, but the only thing 
visible was a small bit of ice field. Sud-
denly, a green hillside disappeared 
behind us—and there was the Mears 
Glacier! It was large, beautiful, and 
stunning. We all knew about glaciers 
and had seen pictures, but being so 
near instilled wonder of a whole dif-
ferent magnitude.

The ice loomed in front of us like 
a huge wall and looked like a gigantic, 
sky-blue crystal full of crags, cliffs 
and places where it had calved pieces 
of itself. The sea was calm. We could 
hear the cracking and grunting of the 
glacier. 

Almost immediately, we noticed 
small bits of ice dropping off. “Focus on 
that area. Something is about to hap-
pen,” the captain said. Sure enough, a 
good-sized berg broke away and cascad-
ed into the water. It didn’t seem quite 
so large—until it hit the water and was 

followed by a huge splash. That gave 
us a better idea of the size of the chunk 
that had fallen. The loud crash came 
well after the occurrence—thanks to 
the physics of sight and sound.

Just as waves hit the boat, an-
other quantity broke away, bringing 
several more waves along. A football 
field away, another massive portion 
broke off. Everyone rushed to refocus 
cameras.

Hit with the first rays of sunlight in 
centuries, the crushed and compacted 
ice that broke away sparkled with a 
color of blue I don’t think I had ever 
seen before. More calvings occurred. 
Our crew brought aboard several frag-
ments. Each was crystal clear, dense 
and very hard. 

Our return trip was marked by more 
seals, sea otters, birds, eagles and orcas. 
We stopped by a cave where puffins 
were known to frequent and watched 
them flitting in and out of the caves 
like bees swarming around a flower.

Before leaving Valdez, we visited 
the Gold Rush Festival going on down-
town. Thanks to Marie, a very knowl-
edgeable member of our group, we got 
the whole picture of how fish ladders 
and hatcheries work. We also saw a 
coyote dash out to grab a fish, gobble 
it down, and then grab another to take 
back into the woods. She repeated her 
activities, oblivious to us, time after 
time. 

From Valdez, we retraced our route 
back to Tok, girding our loins for the 
impossible road ahead, Highway 2, to 
Destruction Bay. 

This roadway has no right to call 
itself a highway. Plan on driving 20 
mph or less. When one thinks wash-
board road, we usually expect a little 
teeth clicking; believe me when I say 
this washboard was deep enough to 
bite off a tongue!

We crossed into Canada before 
reaching Destruction Bay, a small, un-
incorporated community of 39 people 
who come together for projects. Just 
before arriving at our campground, we 
stopped at a natural history museum 
that could rival any museum we have 
seen. Each species was set in its natu-
ral environment, all having been put 
together by locals. A taxidermist had 
been among them.

photo: Carol Gowing

Dense glacial silt has sharpened the perfect blend of green and blue that cuts through the 
center of Emerald Lake like a spine.
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After falling into bed, as usual, 
and drifting into a deep sleep, I heard 
a strange sound. I told the dogs to 
“knock it off,” but the sound came 
again, and someone mumbled some-
thing about lights.

That got our attention. We had all 
agreed that if anyone saw the Northern 
Lights they would wake everyone up.

The Aurora Borealis was and was 
not all that we expected. 

Of course, we all wanted the deep, 
multicolored, wavy and swirling lights 
we had seen in movies. This display was 
not like that. Instead, the lights were all 
white, with the slightest tint of green 
showing up after more than an hour. 
They stretched as far as the eye could 
see, much like contrails, only much 
broader, deeper and more cohesive, 
curling more as time went on. We were 
all google-eyed with mouths hanging 
open in surprise and wonder.

We had been told we would never 
see the lights because it didn’t get dark 
enough this time of year, so this was 

totally unexpected. We had to have 
hit it just right, when it was just barely 
dark enough. 

The next morning, we headed to 
Skagway—on good pavement! Again, 
the scenery was spectacular, taking us 
past glaciers, loads of waterfalls and 
deep gorges. 

Back into Alaska we went, stopping 
to view the awe-inspiring Emerald Lake 
where dense glacial silt has sharpened 
the perfect blend of green and blue 
that cuts through the center of the lake 
like a spine. 

Believe it or not, we then passed the 
smallest desert in the world! Only a few 
acres, it is actually an ancient lakebed 
that has survived the centuries. 

Black Spruce seem to grow every-
where here. They are tall and spindly, 
with trunks less than a foot in diameter 
and stunted branches sporting very 
short needles. They grow on the bits 
of ground above the tundra ice. The 
ice here is anywhere from 100 to 300 
feet deep. 

This icy base is also what plays 
havoc with the roads. It’s always mov-
ing, freezing and thawing, causing 
frost heaves in winter and sunken frost 
heaves in summer. 

Our evening was filled with enter-
tainment. First, we went out for a bit of 
gambling—with monopoly money. It 
was fun since we had nothing to lose. 
Next came a play about the area’s most 
infamous character, Soapy Smith. A 
con man who became a politician, he 
eventually was killed by the Good Guy. 

We had free time the next day to 
wander through town, which also 
happens to be a national park. We 
learned about the Alaska Gold Rush—
and shopped, of course. The famous 
Chilkoot Trail was nearby and many 
of us took the opportunity to check it 
out. Late afternoon found us all riding 
the White Pass Railway, which took us 
through a couple of interesting turns. 

White Pass is forested with many 
melt pools and waterfalls. There was no 
hint that we would come upon a train 
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traffic jam at the turn-around point, 
with one train returning from up the 
line, our train turning around midway, 
and a third train close behind us. We 
were barely able to get all our cars onto 
the sidetrack. Once we did, we turned 
our seat backs over so we could face 
the other direction. We then watched 
as our engine unhooked and passed 
us going to our rear (the new front), 
where it hooked up again so we could 
pull out. The  train that was returning 
squeezed onto our previous place and 
the one behind us squeezed by so as to 
continue its trip up the line.

The following day, we took a water 
taxi trip to Juneau. Our first stop was 
at one of many islands that are served 
only by water taxies or pontoon planes.

We had a tight schedule, so there 
was little time for stopping for wildlife 
viewing. We did stop at a few rocky 
beaches to view harbor seals. The seals 
reminded us of the sea lions we had 
seen on Prince William Sound. They  
also were noisy and boastful, like a 
bunch of young boys trying to outdo 
one another. 

A bus took us into downtown 
 Juneau for shopping and lunch. Almost 
everyone found at least one bargain 
souvenir and a good place to eat.

The next stop, to the Mendenhall 
Glacier, was only about fifteen minutes 

outside of town. The humorous bus 
driver pointed out interesting sites. 
“The folks around here are especially 
proud to have been voted to have the 
50th most beautiful capitol building 
of all the states,” he told us. When we 
passed the governor’s home, he point-
ed out that it was currently wrapped to 
get rid of all the bugs and pests.

A small melt pond had formed at 
the Mendenhall Glacier’s toe. Down-
stream, sockeye salmon were spawn-
ing. They were decked out in red and 
green mating colors instead of their 
usual silver. 

We made it back home in time for 
a quick dinner and bed. 

We stopped at overnight parks at 
Northern Beaver Post and Dease Lake 
before going on to Stewart, British 
 Columbia and then to Hyder, Alaska 
for bears-catching-fish viewing. On our 
second day in Hyder, we finally saw a 
large grizzly catching salmon! He didn’t 
care much for catching males. He threw 
them back. He seemed to only want the 
females with all their roe.

When he caught one, he crunched 
the skull to stun it, skinned it, slit its 
tummy, licked out the good stuff, and 
then went after another. Sometimes he 
disappeared into the greenery to dine 
alone, but mostly he put on a good 
show. This place is world famous for 

bear watching. Onlookers stay safe 
along the forest service’s protected 
walkway, which is well above the water.

Knowing all the fish die after mat-
ing, this site seemed gruesome but nec-
essary for the bear’s survival. We were 
told there were usually other animals 
that came to dine, but this particular 
bear we saw had scared them all away. 

Glaciers, waterfalls, and wildlife 
continued to be a part of our life, but 
we were jaded now and less inclined 
to stop to snap photographs of each 
one. Our 59-day Adventure Caravans 
tour was coming to an end, and we 
were returning to civilization. That 
meant farmland, small towns, and less 
spectacular things to see. 

At our farewell dinner in St. George, 
we all shared our favorite stops and 
adventures. Awards were handed out, 
tales and jokes told, and pictures taken. 
We hope to meet up with many of our 
fellow travelers again.

As told here and in the first installment of 
this two-part series published in the January/
February issue of RVW, we enjoyed spectacu-
lar views and sometimes endured roads that 
were spectacularly bad. It seems we visited 
after a particularly bad winter, which just 
happened to also be at the end of the five-
year cycle for some of the road fixing.

photo: Jonni Pettit

Reminding us of the sea lions we saw on Prince William Sound, the harbor seals near Juneau were noisy and boastful, like a bunch of 
young boys trying to outdo one another. 
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1. This contest is open to members of RVing Women only.

2. Submit your best/favorite photos. Do not include photos submitted in a previous RVW photo contest.

3. On the back of each photo, clearly print the category that best fits the photo, your first and last name, and 
the date the photo was taken. Include a two or three word title and a note describing the photo and location.

4. Include an entry fee of $3 per photo. Proceeds will go to support RVW.

5. Send entries to RVing Women, P.O. Box 1940, Apache Junction AZ 85117-4074. For courier delivery, send to 
RVing Women, 879 N. Plaza Drive, Suite 103B, Apache Junction AZ 85120-4132. Entries must be received in 
the RVW office by September 30, 2016.

Photos will be displayed at this year's convention in Mesa, Arizona. They will also be offered for sale to 
convention attendees for a $5 donation to RVW made payable in your name. Results will be announced at the 
convention and in the March/April 2017 issue of this magazine. Winning photos will be published in RVW and 
online at www.rvingwomen.org.

Requirements for photos:

1. Photos must be taken at a high resolution setting. (Most camera shops can help you set your camera to high 
resolution.) On some cameras, the highest setting may be labeled TIFF. Check the size read-out on your 
camera or in your user’s manual. The highest quality setting should be at least 72 dpi at 30x40 inches or 300 
dpi at 8x10 inches. Copy the photo onto a CD at full size resolution in JPEG or TIFF format. 

2. Submit the CD along with an 8x10-inch professionally processed print of the photo for judging purposes.

3. Filters may be used and photos may be cropped, but “digital magic” photos will not be accepted (i.e., 
artificially colorized or manipulated to add or delete an image, stretch or skew an object or change a 
background). Photos with captions or text added also will not be accepted.

All prints and CDs submitted as part of this contest become the possession of RVing Women and will not be returned.
RVW reserves the right to use the photos submitted in the RVW magazine and website and in promotional materials.

RVing 
photos representing the joys of   
the RV lifestyle

Wildlife and Pets 
photos of  animals in the wild and 
candid or posed photos of  pets

People 
candid or posed photos of  people

Landscapes and Nature 
 photos of  scenic outdoor vistas  
and natural landscapes

Great and Simple Designs 
photos of  buildings, cityscapes, 
farmlands, sculptures, monuments 
and compositions of  objects

Sports and Adventure 
photos depicting any of  a broad 
range of  sports activities

C
o
n
t
e
s
t

C
a
t
e
g
o
r
i
e
s

Got photos?
Get them ready for the 

2016 RVW photo contest!

Submit your photos and they could 
be featured in this magazine. 

A first place, runner up and 
honorable mention photo will 
be selected in each category and 
published in RVW magazine and 
online at www.rvingwomen.org.  

Photos must be received in the 
RVW office by September 30, 2016. 
You may submit an unlimited  
number of photos in any of our  
six photo contest categories. 
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RVW  2015  Photo  Contest

Wildlife and Pets Category
First Place Winner

Jan Russell
"Peachpit Delight"

photo: Jan Russell
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Runner Up
Vicki Blake

"Geese Visiting Bridge"

Honorable Mention

Jan Secor
"We Are Everywhere"

photo: Vicki Blake

photo:  Jan Secor
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Tech Time!
When to turn on inverter

When I bought my class A, the two previous owners told me to always keep the inverter on, 
which I do. However, every time this comes up for discussion around a campfire, there is no 
consensus about what really is the right thing to do. Some RVers turn their inverters on only 
when they are boondocking and need them. What is your recommendation?

Also, thanks very much for your column.

Inverters, shore power, house batteries and generators can all be confusing, so let's make sure we are all 
on the same page.  

Inverter 
An inverter is an electronic device that turns your house battery 12 volts direct currect (DC) ) power into 
110 volts alternating current (AC) power. Why do we want such a device? So that we can conveniently 
and quietly power up some of our favorite 110-volt AC appliances like a coffee maker, TV or hair dryer 
without having to be plugged or needing to bug our neighbors by running our generator. 

Shore Power 
Shore power simply means we are plugged into a working 110 outlet either at home or at an RV park and 
are receiving 110-volt AC power.

Generator Power 
This is virtually the same as shore power except that our energy comes from our on-board generator, 
which means we are using fuel and creating noise and emissions. 

House Battery Power 
This is the 12-volt DC energy stored inside the batteries that are on board our RV. When we are not 
plugged into shore 110-volt AC power, our lights, furnace, water pump, refrigerator control panel and 
sometimes a fan are powered by these limited storage batteries. 

Now, with all this information, let's answer that question. Should we have our inverters on all the time? 
Since we don't know anything about this RV or the inverter in question, I will have to assume this 
inverter is similar to all others on the market today and my answer is, "No! The Inverter does not need to 
be on when the RV is plugged into shore power." 

Why? Well, let me explain. That's because today's inverters are smart, which means their internal battery 
charger starts working as soon as you connect to shore power. The internal chargers today are also smart. 
They shut off as soon as your house batteries are fully charged.

How can we tell if our coach is so equipped? Simple, all you need is access to your house batteries and a 
decent volt meter.

Step One: Connect to good shore power, just like at your favorite RV park, and then wait for any 
internal timer on your surge protector to click  ON.

Step Two: Make sure your inverter is OFF.

Step Three: Select DC volts on your volt meter and place the red and black leads on the appropriate 
post on your house batteries. If your volt meter reads 12.8 or higher, that means the internal battery 
charger inside your inverter is charging your house batteries even though it is switched off. This 
means there is no need to turn your inverter on when connected to shore power.

Here's a great maintenance opportunity tip: Take this opportunity to service your batteries by unplugging 
the shore cord, clean the corrosion from your terminals, and then top off the water in each cell. As a 
word of caution, however, remember that testing inverters and servicing batteries is dangerous and 
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by Keith Shomaker

difficult. Don't do any work on your RV if you don't feel comfortable, or if you don't have appropriate 
safety protection for your eyes, hands and lungs.

At our shop we suggest an annual house battery service where we remove your batteries, clean, fill and 
test them, clean and coat your tray and lube the slide if it's equipped. We then re-install and test to make 
sure your house batteries are being charged correctly with shore power as well as with the generator on. 

Keith Shomaker will be happy to address the questions you have regarding your RV coach, engine 
and mechanical systems. Keith is co-owner of Redlands Truck and RV Performance Center in 
Redlands, California. He has presented seminars at several RVW rallies and conventions. You may 
contact Keith at keith@redlandstruckservice.com. 

Questions submitted for this column are published anonymously, so don't be shy! Send your 
questions to rvweditor@rvingwomen.org (put Tech Time in the subject line) or to RVW Tech Time, 
P.O. Box 1940, Apache Junction AZ 85117. 

Transmission Dial

My Class A has a 454 Chevy engine. A previous owner had a dial installed on the dash with 
markings from 100 to 250 that tell me how hard the transmission is working. There is a red 
button I am supposed to push to bring the transmission back down if the dial goes above 180. 
I have never had this kind of dial before, and I am curious as to how it works and why it is 
needed. 

Great question and let’s dive right in :

The dial in question is a temperature gauge that gives you a visual determination as to the 
temperature of the operating fluid, commonly known as ATF, that is vital to the successful operation 
of the transmission. As you have no doubt witnessed, the harder your transmission works the higher 
the temperature on the gauge. 

Regarding the magical red button, I am at odds here as how to respond because we don’t have enough 
information as to what this button does. But let’s consider that acceptable transmission temps under 
normal operating conditions would be 150 to 200 degrees. A transmission running hotter than 230 
degrees would be considered too hot. 

So let’s talk about the red button the previous owner installed. In our shop, we have seen almost every 
gizmo or gadget that can be installed on an RV for various uses and reasons. My only legit guess as 
to what the red button on your coach operates would be that it operates a set of auxiliary cooling 
fans aiding in the cooling of the ATF by increasing air flow across the radiator or cooler. This sort of 
device was needed on the 454 in order to aid in keeping the ATF temps in the acceptable range and to 
prevent damage to the transmission. 

The previous owner told you to push the button when the gauge reaches 180. My personal suggestion 
would be to find out what this button actually does. Consider doing some testing on your own 
by driving the coach on a warm day up a hill and safely observing the range of temperatures you 
experience. If your temps run 150 to 200 and no hotter, I would agree with our industry and say that 
range is normal. If, on this test drive, your temp gauge shows temps of 220 or more with no sign of 
relief, I would suggest you have it looked at. 

I hope this helps! 
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Recalls
Recall: Drive Axle Weld Assembly
Motor Coach Industries Inc.—MCI D4500 (2015),  
MCI D4505 (2015)
Defect: The affected coaches have drive axles that may be 
missing welds on the hanger brackets. This could allow 
the hanger bracket to separate from the axle housing. 
Remedy: MCI will notify owners and dealers will inspect 
the coaches and replace the affected axles, free of charge. 
Owners may contact MCI at 800-241-2947. 

Recall: ABS Modulator Valve
Newmar Corp.—Essex (2012–2013), King Aire (2012)
Defect: Due to contact with the steering relay rod, the 
ABS modulator valve on the affected RVs may fracture, 
resulting in air not being applied to the wheel's air 
brakes. This may lengthen the distance needed to stop or 
cause the RV to pull to one side when braking. Remedy: 
Spartan Chassis will notify owners on Newmar's behalf 
and Spartan dealers will re-orient the ABS modulator 
valve and install spacers for additional clearance, free of 
charge. Owners may contact Spartan at 517-543--6400 or 
Newmar at 800-731-8300.

Recall: Exterior Folding Ladder
Keystone RV—Dutchmen Voltage (2015–2016)
Defect: The affected RV trailers may be equipped with an 
exterior folding ladder that is not properly secured to the 
trailer wall. Remedy: Keystone has notified owners and 
dealers will inspect the trailers and install the appropriate 
fasteners to properly secure the ladder, free of charge. 
Owners may contact Keystone at 86-425-4369.

Recall: Parking Brake Assembly
Forest River Inc./Coachmen—Mirada (2016)
Defect: The affected vehicles may have a parking brake 
actuator that is out of calibration. The parking brake 
system may not properly hold the vehicle even when the 
parking brake pedal is fully depressed. In addition, the 
parking brake may not disengage completely when the 
parking brake pedal is released. Remedy: Forest River will 
notify owners and Ford dealers will replace the parking 
brake foot pedal assembly, free of charge. Owners may 
contact Forest River at 574-293-1581.

Recall: Kitchen Slide-out Assembly
Outdoors RV Manufacturing—Blackstone (2016),  
Glacier Peak (2015–2016), Timber Ridge (2015–2016), 
Wind River (2016)
Defect: The affected RVs may have inadequately secured 
liquid propane hoses and electrical wires, allowing them 
to be pinched or scraped during movement of the kitchen 
slide-out. The wires could short and the gas lines could 
leak, increasing the risk of fire. Remedy: Outdoors RV will 
notify owners and dealers will inspect the gas lines and 
electrical wires, securing them as necessary. Any damaged 
wires or hoses will be replaced, free of charge. Owners 
may contact Outdoors RV at 541-624-5500.

Recall: Atwood On-demand Water Heaters
Allied Recreation Group Inc.—Fleetwood Southwind 
(2016
Columbia Northwest Inc.—Somerset E1 (2013–2014), 
Somerset Santa Fe (2013–2014)
EverGreen RV—Amped (2013–2015), Bay Hill  
(2013–2015), Element (2013–2015), Ever-Lite  
(2013–2015), I-Go (2013–2015), Lifestyle (2013–2015), 
Reactor (2013–2015), Sun Valley (2013–2015)
Forest River Inc.—Coachmen Brookstone (2012–2016),  
Continental Cargo (2012–2016), Berkshire (2012–2016), 
Charleston (2012–2016), Dynamax (2012–2016), Legacy 
(2012–2016), Shockwave (2012–2016), Work and Play 
(2012–2016), XLR (2012–2016)
Newmar Corp.—Canyon Star (2014–2016)
Tidy Idahomes—Carpathian (2015–2016), Cascade 
(2014–2016), Clear Creek (2014–2016)
Triple E Recreational Vehicles—Regency GT (2014) 
Winnebago Industries Inc.—Itasca Meridian (2015), 
Itasca Suncruiser (2015), Winnebago Adventurer  
(2015–2016), Winnebago Journey (2015–2016) 
Defect: The affected on-demand water heaters have a 
water and gas valve that may case the water in the hot 
water supply tap to become overheated and may result 
in the release of steam. Remedy: The manufacturers will 
notify owners and Atwood dealers will remedy the hot 
water heater issue, free of charge. Owners may contact 
Atwood at 574-264-2131, Allied Recreation Group at 
800-509-3417, EverGreen at 574-825-4298, Forest River at 
800-348-7440, Newmar at 800-731-8300, Tiny Idahomes 
at 208-468-0576, Triple E at 204-325-4361 or Winnebago 
at 641-585-3535.

RVW sends an E-newsletter to members with news and event 
updates. Some of these E-newsletters are bouncing back or 
going into junk mailboxes because the member's email server 
decides our newsletter is spam. To keep this from happening to 
you, add office@rvingwomen.org to your address book.

As a reminder, please check your RVW online profile 
periodically and make any updates that are needed. If we do 
not have your correct email address, your E-newsletter will 
not send. If you need help updating your profile, call the RVW 
office at 480-671-6226.

Please! 

Don't let us 

get dumped 

into your 

Spam folder.
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Recall: Refrigerator Door Latch
Newmar Corp.—Canyon Star (2012–2015), Dutch Star 
(2011–2015), Essex (2009–2014), King Aire (2008–2014), 
London Aire (2015), Mountain Aire (2011–2015), Ventana 
(2011–2015), Ventana LE (2012–2014)
Defect: The affected RVs have a refrigerator door latch 
that may inadvertently lock without the operator's 
knowledge. Remedy: Newmar will notify owners and 
dealers will install a replacement door latch, free of 
charge. Owners may contact Newmar at 800-731-8300.

Recall: Cargo Door Lock
Newmar Corp.—Dutch Star (2014–2015), Essex (2014), 
Mountain Aire (2014), Ventana (2015)
Defect: The affected RVs have cargo door lock actuators 
that may overheat and melt the actuator housing, 
increasing the risk of a fire. Remedy: Newmar will notify 
owners and dealers will install a low-voltage disconnect 
module and wire harness for the door lock actuator, free 
of charge. Owners may contact Newmar at 800-731-8300.

Recall: Propane Gas Regulator
Airstream Inc.—Classic (2016), Eddie Bauer (2016), 
Flying Cloud (2016), International (2016), Land Yacht 
(2016), Sport (2016)
Defect: On the affected RVs equipped with auto 
changeover propane gas regulators, propane gas may leak 
into the regulator's plastic gas level indicator window, 
causing it to degrade and crack. This could cause a fire. 
Remedy: Airstream will notify owners and dealers will 
replace the reglator and the required hoses, free of charge. 
Owners may contact Airstream at 937-596-6111.

Recall: Carbon Monoxide Detector
Forest River Inc.—Evo (2016), Salem (2016), Sandstorm 
(2016), Shockwave (2016), Stealth (2016), Wildwood 
(2016)
Defect: The affected RVs were not equipped with a carbon 
monoxide detector. Remedy: Forest River will notify 
owners and dealers will remove the existing propane 
detector and install a combination propane/carbon 
monoxide detector, free of charge. Owners may contact 
Forest River at 909-973-3777.

Recall: Step Assembly
Winnebago Industries Inc.—Adventurer (2015–2016), 
Sightseer (2015–2016), Vista (2015–2016)
Winnebago Industries Inc./Itasca—Suncruiser  
(2015–2016), Sunova (2015–2016), Sunstar (2015–2016)
Defect: The affected vehicles have electrically operated 
entry/exit steps that may extend down and out 
while the vehicle is moving. Remedy: Winnebago 
will notify owners and dealers will replace the step 
switch connections at no charge. Owners may contact 
Winnebago at 641-585-3535.

Recall: Engine Cooling Assembly
Newmar Corp.—Essex (2004–2007), London Aire  
(2005–2007), Mountain Aire (2007–2008)
Defect: In the affected motorhomes, the engine cooling 
fan may separate and detach from the fan drive while the 
fan is spinning. Remedy: Newmar will notify owners and 

Spartan Chassis dealers will replace the fan and fan drive 
system, free of charge. Owners may contact Newmar at 
800-731-8300 or Spartan at 800-543-4277.

Recall: Shift Cable Bracket
Forest River Inc.—FR3 (2016), Georgetown (2016)  
Forest River/Coachmen—Mirada (2016), Pursuit (2016)
Defect: Due to an incorrect shift cable bracket and 
improper shift cable adjustment, the affected vehicles 
can be shifted out of "Park" without applying the brakes. 
Remedy: Forest River will notify owners and Ford dealers 
will replace the transmission shift control bracket and 
adjust the transmission shift cable, free of charge. Owners 
may contact Forest River at 800-392-3673.

Recall: Lippert Double and Triple Electric Steps 
This recall, announced in our January/February issue, has 
been expanded to include the following:
Allied Recreation Group Inc./Holiday Rambler—
Admiral (2010–2011), Ambassador (2009–2014), Arista 
(2010), Endeavor (2010–2014), Neptune (2009–2011), 
Vacationer (2011–2014)
Allied Recreation Group Inc./Monaco—Diplomat 
(2010–2014), Dynasty (2014), Knight (2009–2014), 
LaPalma (2012–2013), Cayman (2009–2011), Riptide 
(2009–2011)
Allied Recreation Group Inc.—Passage (2008), Simba 
Diesel (2008)
Entegra Coach—Alante (2008), Anthem (2008, 2010–
2011), Aspire (2008, 2010–2011),Cornerstone (2008, 
2010), Emblem (2008), Insignia (2009–2011)
Forest River Inc.— Aviator (2012–2015), Cross Country 
(2008–2014), Encore (2009), FR3 (2014), Georgetown 
(2007–2014), Georgie Boy Cruise Master (2008–2009), 
Legend (2007–2009), Pathfinder (2009–2014), Ridgeview 
(2008–2012), Solera (2009–2014)
Forest River Inc./Coachmen— Aurora (2009), Encounter 
(2010–2014), Mirada (2009–2014), Prism (2009–2014), 
Pursuit (2009–2014), Sportscoach Elite (2009)
Thor Motor Coach/Damon — Astoria (2008–2012), 
Avanti (2009–2012), Challenger (2008–2016), Daybreak 
(2008–2014), Essence (2008–2010), Outlaw (2008–2015), 
Tuscany (2008–2016)
Thor Motor Coach/Four Winds — Chateau (2009–2012), 
Citation (2009–2016), Dorado (2009–2010), Dutchmen 
(2009–2010), Four Winds (2009–2012), Fun Mover (2009), 
Hurricane (2009–2016), Magellan (2009–2010), Mandalay 
(2009–2010), Miramar (2014–2015), Presidio (2009), 
Siesta (2009–2015), Windsport (2009–2016)
Defect: Coachstep double and triple electric steps 
manufactured from May 2007 to December 2014 have a 
bolt that attaches the fan gear assembly to the steps that 
may fracture, allowing the fan gear to disengage. As a 
result, the steps may not remain in the expected position 
and could be unstable. Remedy: The manufacturers will 
notify owners and dealers will install a retainer bracket on 
the double step assemblies. On the triple step assemblies, 
the linkage assembly will be replaced and a retainer 
bracket will be installed. Owners may contact Lippert at 
574-537-8900, Allied Recreation Group at 800-509-3417, 
Entegra at 800-945-4787, Forest River at 574-389-4600 or 
Thor at 877-855-2867.
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rVW calendar at a glance

MARCH 2016 3–6 Red Bluff, California FreeWheelers Chapter

 3–6 Tucalota Springs, California SoCALjourners Chapter

 11–13 North Bend, Oregon Oregon Chapter

 17–20 Trenton, Florida Florida Chapter

 18–20 Anacortes, Washington Cascadia Chapter

 20–24 Parker, Arizona Arizona Chapter

 24–27 Pahrump, Nevada Arizona Chapter

APRIL 2016  6–11 Jackson, California FreeWheelers Chapter

 8–10 Gold Beach, Oregon Oregon Chapter

 14–17 Sebring, Florida Florida Chapter

 15–17 Port Townsend, Washington Cascadia Chapter

 21–24 Cottonwood, Arizona Arizona Chapter

 22–24 Woodbine, Maryland Mid-Atlantic Chapter

 28–May 1 Ione, California FreeWheelers Chapter

 28–May 1 Louisburg, Kansas Mid-America Chapter

 28–May 1 Banning, California SoCALjourners Chapter

 28–May 1 Kerrville, Texas Texas Ramblin' Roses Chapter

MAY 2016 5–8 Tarpon Springs, Florida Florida Chapter

 10–13 Zeeland, Michigan Great Lakers Chapter

 12–16 Colorado Springs, Colorado Rocky Mountain Chapter

 13–15 Westfir, Oregon Oregon Chapter

 19–23 Kieler, Wisconsin Lyte Hearts Chapter

 20–22 Eastford, Connecticut Northeast Network

 27–30 Mossyrock, Washington Cascadia Chapter

 31–Jun 4 Sedalia, Missouri Mid-America Chapter

 31–Jun 4 Sedalia, Missouri Solo Travelers Chapter

JUNE 2016 2–5 Corning, California FreeWheelers Chapter

 3–5 Lancaster, Pennsylvania Mid-Atlantic Chapter

 10–12 Foster, Oregon Oregon Chapter

 10–12 Hart, Michigan Great Lakers Chapter

 17–19 Boothbay, Maine Northeast Network

 22–26 Eureka Springs, Arkansas Mid-America Chapter

 24–26 Hoodsport, Washington Cascadia Chapter

 24–26 Nathrop, Colorado Rocky Mountain Chapter
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JULY 2016 8–10 Ypsilanti, Michigan Great Lakers Chapter

 8–10 Tillamook, Oregon Oregon Chapter

 15–17 Woodbine, Maryland Mid-Atlantic Chapter

 15–17 Old Mystic, Connecticut Northeast Network

 21–24 St. Marys, Ohio Ohio River Valley Chapter

 21–24 Eagle Nest, New Mexico Rocky Mountain Chapter

 22–24 Westport, Washington Cascadia Chapter

See page 52 for descriptions of these events.

Make reservations as far in advance as possible. Space for some events may be limited.

AUGUST 2016 12–14 Egg Harbor City, New Jersey Mid-Atlantic Chapter 

 12–14 Florence, Oregon Oregon Chapter

 18–21 Duncan Mills, California FreeWheelers Chapter

 18–21 Marquette, Michigan Great Lakers Chapter

 19–22 Berwick, Maine Northeast Network

 26–28 Leavenworth, Washington Cascadia Chapter

SEPTEMBER 2016 8–11 Leamington, Ontario Canada Great Lakers Chapter 

 8–11 Lanesboro, Minnesota Lyte Hearts Chapter

 9–11 Connellsville, Pennsylvania Mid-Atlantic Chapter

 9–11 Welches, Oregon Oregon Chapter

 16–18 Bethel Island Mills, California FreeWheelers Chapter

 16–18 Estes Park, Colorado Rocky Mountain Chapter

 23–25 Ferndale, Washington Cascadia Chapter

 30–Oct 2 Littleton, New Hampshire Northeast Network

OCTOBER 2016 13–18 Rockville, Indiana Mid-America Chapter 

 14–16 Canyonville, Oregon Oregon Chapter

 21–23 Kelso, Washington Cascadia Chapter

 25–30 Mesa, Arizona RVW National Convention

NOVEMBER 2016 10–13 Paso Robles, California FreeWheelers Chapter 

 11–14 Lancaster, Pennsylvania Mid-Atlantic Chapter

AUGUST 2017 18–21 Dubois, Wyoming Rocky Mountain Chapter 
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Sign up now for this  
RVW Driving School! 

DrUmright, okLahoma
April 23 to 24, 2016

What you will learn: Working with certified instructors and 
using a state-of-the-art three-mile driving range, you will 
practice backing, lane changes and other skill  maneuvers 
and learn how to use your mirrors  effectively. Classroom 
instruction will augment the hands-on driver training you 
receive.

Instruction will also include pre-trip vehicle inspection, 
space and speed management, map reading, trip planning 
and tips to avoid driver fatigue. 

Each  student must provide her own RV. All types of RVs 
are  welcome, including travel trailers, fifth wheels, Class A, 
B or C motorhomes, conversion vans and truck  campers.

Where: Instruction will be provided from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
at the Central Tech Transportation and Safety  Education 
Division of Central Technology Center, a nationally ac-
credited driving school located 45 miles west of Tulsa at 
3 CT Circle, Drumright OK 74030. The  Technology Center 
is a multi- campus facility serving over 2,000 adult students 
each year. The paved driving range includes traffic signals, 
railroad crossings and skill practice areas.

Class size: To keep instruction individualized, enrollment in 
this two-day class will be limited to a maximum of 14 rigs 
and drivers. Registration is on a first-come, first-served basis.

Rally leader: Larry Ann Holley is the RVW host for this 
event. Larry Ann formerly served as the assistant superin-
tendent of the  Technology  Center Vocational School and 
supervised the truck driver training program.
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register today!  
enrollment is limited  

to 14 rigs and drivers.

Get yourself ready 
to go on the road . . .

Camping: Boondocking on the campus will be available.

Registration fee: The fee for this two-day program is $290 
per student for RVW members signing at least 30 days in 
advance; for members signing less than 30 days in advance, 
the fee is $305. The fee for non-members is $320. Please 
register early as class size is limited.

How to register: Register online at www.rvingwomen.org or 
use the registration form on page 51. Mail or fax this form 
with payment of the registration fee to RVW, P.O. Box 1940, 
Apache Junction AZ 85117-4074. Fax to 480-671-6230 with 
credit card payment.

Registration deadline: To participate in the RVW Driving 
School that will be held April 23 to 24, the registration fee 
must be received at the RVW office or online by March 20. 
For reservations after this date, call Monica Lindmark at the 
RVW office at 480-671-6226 regarding space availability.  

Terms and cancellations: All fees are payable in U.S. funds. 
The registration fee is fully refundable (minus a $25 fee) 
for cancellations received by the RVW office on or  before 
March 21, 2016. Cancellations after March 21 but on or 
before April 2 will receive a 50 percent refund of fees paid. 
There are no refunds for cancellations after April 2, 2016.
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Registration Form for RVW National Events

Use this form or go to www.rvingwomen.org to register online for national RVW events. Please make a copy for your files.

Fill in the information and mail this form to RVW, P.O. Box 1940, Apache Junction AZ 85117 or fax to 480-671-6230 with credit card information. 
Include all fees that are payable to RVing Women. Please make a separate copy of this form if you wish to sign up for more than one event.

EVENT NAME ______________________________________________

EVENT DATES ______________________________________________

Registation Fee $_______ per person TOTAL $ ____________

Non-Member Fee $_______ per person TOTAL $ ____________

Campground Fee $_______ (if applicable) TOTAL $ ____________

  TOTAL FEES $ ____________

Check the event description to verify amount due for registration fees.

q Check or M/O enclosed (payable to RVW)
q Charge to my credit card (VISA / MasterCard)

Card Number _________________________________________________

Expiraton Date ____________________ V Code*___________________

Signature ____________________________________________________

*3-digit number on the back of the card near the signature area

CONFIRMATION (Confirmations are emailed unless you request otherwise.)

EMAIL ______________________________________________PHONE _________________________ CELL PHONE _______________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________CITY ____________________________STATE/PROV _______ ZIP ______________

TERMS AND CANCELLATIONS: All fees are payable in U.S. funds. Cancellation requirements are listed with event descriptions.

If you have signed up for an activity and must cancel, please call the event leader as soon as possible so the appropriate parties can be notified, then 
follow up with a letter or email message to the RVW office to confirm your cancellation. Tour provider, campground, instructor and caterer/restaurant 
refund policies vary. We may not be able to refund these fees. Often, because of minimum guarantees, these providers must be paid regardless of your 
participation. No shows always are non-refundable. 

Please remember, RVW activities are for adult women only, ages 18 and older.              ver 0216

Waiver and Release: In consideration of the acceptance of my 
registration request and/or participation in the event noted here 
(including optional side trips) operated by or under the control 
of RVing Women, and knowing that there are risks in any form 
of travel, I assume all risks attendant thereto and hereby waive, 
release, and forever discharge RVing Women, and any of its officers, 
employees, agents, successors and assigns, from any and all claims 
or actions of any kind for personal injuries and/or property damage 
which I may cause or sustain during the event or during travel to and 
from the event. I agree to pay any and all costs, including reasonable 
attorney’s fees, that may be incurred by the above entities as a 
result of any such claim by me or my agents. I hereby acknowledge 
that I have sole responsibility for my personal safety, possessions, 
equipment and vehicles during this event and its related activities. 
This waiver and release is to be controlled by Arizona law. 

Signature ____________________________ Date ______________

Signature ____________________________ Date ______________

NAME OF ATTENDEE _______________________________________________________________ RVW MEMBER       q Yes      q No

NAME OF ATTENDEE _______________________________________________________________ RVW MEMBER       q Yes      q No

RV TYPE:     MH     TRL     5W     VAN     CPR     TNT     LENGTH _________   # SLIDES_______ q Check here if you do not need a campsite.

Bringing a tow car?     Yes_______    No_______         Can it be used to carpool?    Yes_______   q ADA accommodations required

COMMENTS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

EMERGENCY CONTACTS

Name ______________________________________________________________ Phone ________________________________________________

Name ______________________________________________________________ Phone ________________________________________________
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As an RVW member, you are welcome to participate in chapter and national events wherever you go. Space may 
be limited, so make reservations as far in advance as possible. Please remember that RVW events are exclusively 
for women ages 18 and over. Updates to this calendar are published online at www.rvingwomen.org.

Calendar of events

MARCH 2016

3–6 FreeWheelers Chapter: Red Bluff, California. 
Durango RV Resort. We have an exciting weekend 
planned for your enjoyment. This is a great resort 
perfect for bad weather days with many ameni-
ties including concrete pads, beautiful clubhouse, 
Wi-Fi and 39 cable channels. It also offers nearby 
fishing, golfing, shopping, wineries and more. 

  Durango RV Resort is located at 100 Lake 
Avenue, Red Bluff, CA 96080. Information is 
available www.durangorvresorts.com.

  Campsites are $43/night for two people;  
$3/night for an extra person. Registration was 
due no later than February 15. Contact rally hosts 
Gail  Chadbourne and Gwendolyn Morgan to find 
out if space is still available. You may reach Gail 
at gailchadbourne@gmail.com or 510-228-8973 
or Gwendolyn at gwendolynmorgan@outlook.
com or 510-589-4834.

3–6 SoCALjourners Chapter: Tucalota Springs, 
 California. Tucalota Springs RV Park and Camp-
ground. We are returning to one of our favorite 
campgrounds for our annual meeting and a 
weekend of fun, potlucks, games, fishing, hiking, 
campfires, catching up with longtime chapter 
members and meeting those who have joined in 
the past year. There will be a rally fee of $1 per 
camper.

  Tucalota Springs RV Park and Campground is 
located at 41601 E. Benton Road, Sage, CA 92544. 
Take I-5 to Temecula. Exit on Rancho California 
Road. Travel east seven miles to Glen Oaks Road. 
Turn right and go two miles to Mesa Road. Turn 
left and drive five miles to Sage Road. Cross Sage 
Road to the park entrance.

  For information and reservations, contact 
Beverly Laing at bbevgonagn@aol.com or call 
915-676-5384 or 915-237-1583 (cell).

11–13 Oregon Chapter: North Bend, Oregon. Mill Casino 
Resort and RV Park. An agenda will be sent to all 
attendees approximately two weeks before this 
rally. Dinner on Friday and Saturday is tradition-
ally potluck. Dinner on Sunday is traditionally 
by group reservation at a local restaurant. Atten-
dance at any event during the rally is optional. 
If there is a reservation or deposit involved, we 
will try our best to accommodate your change in 
plans. For more information about our chapter, 
visit www.orvw.org.

  Campsites are $30/night for bay sites and 
$25/night for interior sites, plus tax. These rates 
could change for 2016. We will have 20 to 25 
sites reserved for the weekend and will have use 
of the yurt from Thursday evening through Mon-
day morning.

  February 25 was the deadline for reserva-
tions. Call the park directly at 541-756-8800 or 
800-953-4800. When making reservations, be 
sure to tell the park you are with Oregon RVing 
Women. A deposit for the first night is required 
by credit card. The cancellation deadline for a full 
refund is 24 hours in advance. There are no pet 
restrictions. 

  Mill Casino Resort and RV Park is located at 
3201 Tremont Avenue, North Bend, OR 97479.

  To receive the agenda, contact chapter secre-
tary Jeanette Haller at jeanettehaller@comcast.net 
with your reservation information.

17–20 Florida Chapter: Trenton, Florida. Otter Springs 
Park and Campground. Make your own reserva-
tions for this rally by calling the campground 
at 352-463-0800. Ask for Kathy Richardson. The 
campground has reserved sites 15 to 31 and will 
only hold the sites until March 2. For informa-
tion about this park,visit www.ottersprings.com.

  Barbara Krause is the host for this rally. 
You may contact her 321-432-5501 or krauseb@
bellsouth.net. Email Barbara after you have con-
firmed your reservation to let her know you are 
participating.

  Otter Springs Park is located at 6470 SW 80th 
Avenue, Trenton, FL 32693.

18–20 Cascadia Chapter: Anacortes, Washington. Fidalgo 
Bay RV Resort. People wishing to attend this event 
need to register directly with the park. After that 
is completed, register online at www.cascadiarvw.
com. Be sure to include the site you were assigned 
by the park so the registrar can keep track of who 
is attending. This event begins at 5 p.m. Friday 
evening with a social hour and appetizer potluck, 
followed by games or other activities planned by 
our event captains, and ends Sunday morning 
after rig christening.

  Fidalgo Bay Resort is located at 4701 Fidalgo 
Bay Road, Anacortes, WA 98221.

  Visit our website at www.cascadiarvw.com for 
rally information and registration details.

20–27 Arizona Chapter: Parker, Arizona and Pahrump, 
Nevada. This is a two-part rally with Diane 
Tricomi and Peg Berger hosting an adventure 
from Sunday to Thursday at Buckskin Mountain 
State Park near Parker, Arizona and Jan Miller, 
Mary Ellen Kroes and Libby Jones hosting from 
Thursday to Sunday at Wine Ridge RV Resort in 
Pahrump, Nevada. We wish to extend a special 
invitation to RVW members in the Las Vegas area 
and to members of the SoCALjourners Chapter. 

20–24 Arizona Chapter: Parker, Arizona. Buckskin 
Mountain State Park. The location of our first 
rally stop was changed from Death Valley, 
 California to Parker, Arizona due to lack of capac-
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ity at Furnace Creek Resort RV Park where we had 
planned to stay. Our new location will bring us to 
a campground located on the Colorado River not 
far from Parker Dam. Lake Havasu is close enough 
for a day trip, and Bill Williams River National 
Wildlife Park also is nearby.

  Buckskin Mountain State Park is located at 
5476 AZ-95, Parker, AZ 85344. This park offers a 
great stopping point on the way to our next rally 
in Pahrump, Nevada, about a 210-mile drive.

  Campsites at Buckskin Mountain State Park 
have electric and water. There is a dump station 
on site. To make reservations, go online to the 
Arizona State Parks website at azstateparks.com or 
call 928-667-3231. Our rally hosts, Diane Tricomi 
and Peg Berger, will be in site #30 and suggest 
that you try to reserve in sites 18 to 30. Camp-
sites fill quickly, so make reservations now.  
 After you have made reservations, contact 
Diane and Peg at pegberger@aol.com to let them 
know you are attending.

24–27 Arizona Chapter: Pahrump, Nevada. Wine Ridge 
RV Resort. After leaving Parker, we will move to 
Wine Ridge RV Resort, which is conveniently 
located next to the resort’s Pahrump Valley 

Winery. Guests can enjoy morning coffees at 
the resort and dining at the winery’s five-star 
 Symphony’s Restaurant, an upscale but casual 
restaurant. Activities may include day trips to 
Mount Charleston, Las Vegas, or Death Valley. 
Some of us also might go to lunch at an area 
brothel where one of their gals will give us a tour. 

  Should you choose to arrive a day prior to 
the rally, you can also enjoy the gourmet dinner 
at Symphony’s Restaurant prepared each Wednes-
day evening for resort guests. The charge is 
approximately $15 and includes an entrée, salad 
and dessert. If you wish to participate in this 
event, be sure to let the front desk know when 
you make your campsite reservations.

  Campsites at Wine Ridge RV Resort are $28/
night, with discounts available for Passport 
America and other affiliate memberships. Make 
reservations by calling the resort at 775-751-7805. 
Reserve as soon as possible, as there may be a 
rate increase in 2016. Reservations must be made 
by February 1 to reserve a site in our group area. 
There also are fully furnished cottages for rent. 

  Wine Ridge RV Resort is located at 3800 
 Winery Road, Pahrump, NV (775) 751-7805.
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  After you have reserved your campsite, email 
Jan Miller at janbouldercity@aol.com to let her 
know you are attending.

APRIL 2016
6–11 FreeWheelers Chapter: Jackson, California. 

 Jackson Rancheria RV Park. Campsites are  
$31/night for full hookups with 20/30/50-amp 
power, free Wi-Fi and cable TV. Register online 
at rvwfreewheelers.org or download the regis-
tration form. To reserve your site, your check 
and registration must be received by March 31. 
Fifty sites are reserved. Note the prompt online 
for where to send your check or mail to Carol 
 Guthrie (RVWFW), 6 Dargate Court, Sacramento, 
CA 95838. Email bank check confirmations to 
carol.guthrie@comcast.net. PayPal is not available 
for this outing. 

  Come as early as Wednesday afternoon 
and stay through Sunday night. Check-in time 
is 3 p.m. Cancellations are due a minimum of 
24 hours in advance or a one night’s fee will be 
charged. If you have a special request such as 
wanting a site next to a particular person or close 
to the clubhouse, indicate the request on your 
registration form. While there are no guarantees, 
we will try to accommodate your request. 

   Jackson Rancheria RV Park is located at 
12222 New York Ranch Road, Jackson, CA 95642. 

  Carol Guthrie is the rally hosts for this event. 
You may contact Carol at carol.guthrie@comcast.
net or 916-225-1508.

8–10 Oregon Chapter: Gold Beach, Oregon. Beach 
Resort at Turtle Rock. An agenda will be sent to 
all attendees approximately two weeks before this 
rally. Dinner on Friday and Saturday is tradition-
ally potluck. Dinner on Sunday is traditionally 
by group reservation at a local restaurant. Atten-
dance at any event during the rally is optional. 
If there is a reservation or deposit involved, we 
will try our best to accommodate your change in 
plans. For more information about our chapter, 
visit www.orvw.org.

  You can get three nights for the price of two 
by making your reservation at Beach Resort at 
Turtle Rock for a three- or four-night stay. A back-
in site for three nights will cost a total of $73.97 
(with a required $33 deposit). A pull-thru site 
for three nights will be $78.25 (with a required 
$35 deposit). A creek view site for three nights 
will cost $82.72 (with a required $37 deposit). 
This park also has sites with hot tubs. If you are 
interested in one of the hot tub sites you can 
ask when you call the park. Deposits are non- 
refundable after January 1. 

  To make reservations, call the park directly 
at 541-247-9203. Be sure to tell the park you 
are with Oregon RVing Women. December 31 
was the deadline for reservations. Beach Resort 
at Turtle Rock is located at 28788 Hunter Creek 
Loop, Gold Beach, OR 97444.

  To receive the agenda, contact chapter secre-
tary Jeanette Haller at jeanettehaller@comcast.net 
with your reservation information.

14–17 Florida Chapter: Sebring, Florida. Highland 
Hammock State Park. Highland Hammock State 
Park is located at 5931 Hammock Road, Sebring 
FL 33872. Please make your reservations for this 
rally through www.reserveamerica.com.

  Your host for this rally is Lynette Birch. Con-
tact her at banditsburro@tampabay.rr.com after 
your have made your reservations to let her know 
you are participating.

15–17 Cascadia Chapter: Port Townsend, Washington. 
Point Hudson RV Park. Our spring business meeting 
will be conducted at this event. 

  There is a $7.00 registration fee due to be 
sent to our treasurer by March 20. All camping 
fees will be paid upon arrival at the park. Port 
Hudson Marina and RV Park is located at 103 
Hudson Street, Port Townsend, WA 98368.

  Visit our website at www.cascadiarvw.com 
for registration details and a description of event 
activities and things to do in the area,

21–24 Arizona Chapter: Cottonwood, Arizona. 
 Deadhorse Ranch State Park. This rally is being 
held in conjunction with the Verde Valley 
 Birding and Nature Festival, a celebration of bird-
ing that has been a tradition of fun and educa-
tion since 2001. Birding classes are held through-
out the weekend. Registration for birding festival 
events begins February 2016. Information about 
this festival is available at www.birdyverde.org.

  There are fun shops and great restaurants in 
Cottonwood and nearby Sedona.

  Campsites are $30/night. Make reservations 
at azstateparks.itinio.com/deadhorseranch. You 
may also telephone the reservation center at 520-
586-2283. This rally is expected to fill up quickly, 
so make reservations now. Deadhorse Ranch State 
Park is located at 675 Deadhorse Ranch Road, 
Cottonwood, AZ 86326.

  Lynn Andrew, Jan Owen and Carol Waymire, 
the rally hosts for this event, will be in Sites 14 
and 15 in the Quail Loop Area. After you have 
made your campsite reservations, please email 
Lynn at pazlynn@gmail.com with your name and 
site number.

22–24 Mid-Atlantic Chapter: Woodbine, Maryland. 
Ramblin’ Pines Campground. We will kick off our 
camping season at Ramblin’ Pines Campground 
located at 801 Hoods Mill Road, Woodbine, MD 
21797. Visit ramblinpinescampground.com for 
more information.

  For campsite reservations, call Ramblin’ Pines 
Campground at 410-795-5161 or 800-550-8733. 
Let them know you are with Mid-Atlantic RVW.  
Discounts with AARP, AAA or Good Sam are hon-
ored.

  Kathy Healy is the rally host for this event 
and can be reached at foldedladies@comcast.net 
or 410-967-9260. After you make your reserva-
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tions, please contact Kathy with your name, 
address, dates of arrival and departure, site num-
ber, and email address. 

28–May 1 FreeWheelers Chapter: Ione, California. 
Pardee Lake Recreation Area, Lake View Camp-
ground. Join us for our 11th Annual Wienie Roast 
at Pardee Lake. This is traditionally a boondock-
ing event, and it is a perfect place to come relax 
and enjoy. Pardee Lake is about one hour south-
east of Sacramento. There is a huge lake with a 
boat launch for fishing and kayaking. Swimming 
is not allowed as “body water contact is prohib-
ited.” There are lots of areas to walk or hike, and 
a café with food for breakfast and lunch. Weather 
can be variable at this time of the year. We have 
had mostly gorgeous days and one weekend 
when it was cloudy and rainy. Pardee furnishes us 
with canopies no matter the weather. 

  As we get closer to the event, those signed up 
will receive an email with suggestions for what 
to bring to the wienie roast and final details for 
the weekend. We need lots of firewood as we are 
under the stars and our fire goddess keeps our fire 
going for hours each night and sometimes even 
in the morning! 

  Our tentative agenda includes group kayak-
ing on Friday with an early evening happy hour 
and campfire, weather permitting. Saturday will 

begin with a potluck breakfast. We will also have 
our traditional washer toss tournament (please 
bring boards if you have them) and our Satur-
day evening wienie roast and potluck with our 
traditional special campfire. On Sunday morn-
ing, we may have a clean-out-the-fridge breakfast 
potluck, or we may treat ourselves to breakfast or 
lunch at the café. 

  Campsites are $27/night for boondocking. 
There are 10 to 12 spaces with full hookups for 
$37/night. Additional costs for the weekend are 
$10 for a lone vehicle (if you are sharing a rig 
with someone but arriving separately) and $5 for 
one or more pets. The registration deadline for 
this rally is April 10.

  To register, use the online registration form 
or print it out and mail it with your check to 
Jini Squire, 9313 Gem Crest Way, Elk Grove, 
CA 95624. We will email you a notice that your 
registration has been received. Cancellations after 
April 18 will be charged for the first night. The 
assignment of sites will be first come, first served 
based on date of receipt of the completed regis-
tration form and check. Checks will be held and 
deposited after April 10. If you can only attend if 
you have full hookups, please make a notation to 
that effect on the registration form. We will keep 
a wait list in case of cancellations. 
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800-755-4775
NOW OPEN IN THE DALLAS/FORT WORTH AREA!
2408 North Main

Cleburne, TX
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PPL Motor Homes

Visit RV Nana
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  The refurbishment of the lower campground 
at Pardee Lake is behind schedule. It is possible 
that the shower building at the lower camp-
ground will not be available to us. There is a 
shower room at the café/swimming pool, but not 
much privacy. The dump station is operational, 
and the upper campground hasn’t changed. If 
the facilities would be a deal breaker for you, you 
may want to delay registering. Updates will be 
posted at www.rvwfreewheelers.org.

  Lake View Campground at Pardee Lake Recre-
ation Area is located at 4900 Stoney Creek Road, 
Ione, CA 95642. The www.pardeelakerecreation.
com website gives detailed driving directions 
from Sacramento, Stockton and the Bay Area. 

  Jini Squire is the rally host for this event. You 
may contact Jini at vnsquire@frontiernet.net. 

28–May 1 Mid-America Chapter: Louisburg, Kansas. 
Rutlader Outpost RV Park. This is our annual 
maintenance rally where we have a lot of fun 
and get a little work done at the same time. A-Z 
Mobile Service will be on site for maintenance 
and repair services and Clean & Serene will be 
there to help you get your rig cleaned, waxed or 
detailed. Please call Ed at 913-294-2733 to sched-
ule service and order any parts you might need. 

  We will start the rally with a potluck on 
Thursday night. On Friday, we will have social 
gatherings, games and card playing in the meet-
ing room. On Saturday, we will have educational 
and entertaining seminars, and you won’t want 
to miss the Saturday night cowgirl party hosted 
by A-Z Mobile Service. 

  Campground fees are $32/night. To make 
reservations, call Rutlader Outpost RV Park at 
913-377-2722. 

  To register for the rally, download the 
registration form from our chapter web page at 
rvwmidamerica.com and return as instructed 
with your rally fee of $20/person. 

  Rutlader RV Park is located at 33565 Metcalf 
Road, Louisburg, KS 66053, approximately 30 
minutes south of Kansas City. 

  For more information, contact Barb 
 Schneider at bks311@gmail.com.

28–May 1 SoCALjourners Chapter: Banning,  California. 
Stagecoach KOA. The agenda for this rally will 
include workshops and group meals. There will 
be games and sports activities as initiated by 
the attendees. The rally fee is $1 per camper per 
night. Banning Stagecoach KOA is located at 1455 
S San Gorgonio Avenue, Banning, CA 92220. For 
rally information, contact Sandy  McKelvey at 
sankelvey@aol.com or 760-902-0284.

29–May 1 Texas Ramblin’ Roses Chapter: Kerrville, 
Texas. Buckhorn Lake Resort. Kerrville is in a 
beautiful part of the Texas Hill Country, and this 
time of year is a great time for viewing wildflow-
ers, birding, and strolling along the Guadalupe 
River. There are many things to see and do this 
area.

  Campsites are $34/night. This rate is good for 
one day before and one day after this rally. Make 
your reservations directly with the park by calling 
830-895-0007.

  Buckhorn Lake Resort is located at 2885 Goat 
Creek Road, Kerrville, TX 78028.

  Judy Alban, Robbie Robinette and Franki 
Whitbeck are the rally hosts for this event. For 
rally information, contact Judy at ronju@htc.net. 

MAY 2016
5–8 Florida Chapter: Tarpon Springs, Florida. Hickory 

Point RV Park. Please make your campsite reserva-
tions for this rally by calling the campground at 
727-937-7357. 

  Lin Raveis and Linnie Youngblood are your 
hosts for this rally. After you have made reserva-
tions, please email fla52107@aol.com to let them 
know you are participating. 

  Hickory Point RV Park is located at 1181 
Anclote Road, Tarpon Springs FL 34689.

10–13 Great Lakers Chapter: Zeeland, Michigan. Dutch 
Treat Campground. Join us for a colorful  Holland 
Tulip Festival celebration. See field after field of 
tulips as we visit a tulip farm where you may 
select from hundreds of varieties of bulbs to take 
home. The festival celebrates Holland’s Dutch 
heritage with three different parades and a Dutch 
marketplace offering food, merchandise and dem-
onstrations. There will be Dutch dancing teams 
in wooden shoes in locations throughout town 
as well as a huge arts and crafts fair, a quilt show, 
concerts, fireworks and trolley tours. For more 
festival information, visit www.tuliptime.com. 

  Downtown Holland offers dining of every 
type and many unique shops. This area also offers 
spectacular sunsets. We will be a short distance 
from Lake Michigan, a wooden shoe factory and 
Windmill Island Gardens and about 30 minutes 
from Gun Lake Casino in Wayland.

  We will host a casual welcome dinner on 
Tuesday evening and share a potluck dinner 
Thursday evening. We will gather each morning 
to plan activities for the day. Bring your coffee 
and ideas to share.

  Campsites are $36/night. Make your reser-
vation by sending a check for one night’s fee to 
Dutch Treat Campground, 10300 Gordon Street, 
Zeeland, MI 49464. Be sure to indicate you are 
with the RVW Great Lakers Chapter and let them 
know your arrival and departure dates. Sites will 
be held until April 10. The campground phone 
number is 616-772-4303.

  Shirley and Denise are the rally hosts for this 
event. When you mail your check, please also 
let them know you are coming. You may reach 
Shirley and Denise at 313-303-6292 or shirley_
denise@hotmail.com.

12–16 Rocky Mountain Chapter: Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. Mountaindale Cabins and RV Resort. 
We held our May rally in 2014 at this resort and 
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will return again next spring. Please call the resort 
to make your reservations. Mountaindale Cabins 
and RV Resort is located at 2000 Barrett Road, 
Colorado Springs, CO 80926.

  Peggy Schueler is the rally host for this event. 
You may contact her at golfinbrats@aol.com.

13–15 Oregon Chapter: Westfir, Oregon. Casey’s RV Park. 
An agenda will be sent to all attendees approxi-
mately two weeks before this rally. Dinner on 
Friday and Saturday is traditionally potluck. The 
clubhouse has a full kitchen and a pool table. 
Dinner on Sunday is traditionally by group 
reservation at a local restaurant. Attendance at 
any event during the rally is optional. If there is 
a reservation or deposit involved, we will try to 
accommodate your change in plans. For informa-
tion about our chapter, visit www.orvw.org.

  Campsites are $35.97/night for back-in sites 
and $40.33/night for riverfront pull-thru sites. 
Make reservations before April 12 by calling 
the park directly at 541-782-1906 and paying a 
first-night deposit by credit card. Be sure to tell 
the park you are with Oregon RVing Women. 
The cancellation deadline for a full refund is two 
weeks prior to the rally. Cancellations closer to 
the rally date will be charged for one night. There 
are no pet restrictions.

  Casey’s RV Park is located at 46443 Westfir 
Road, Westfir, OR 97492.

  To receive the agenda, contact chapter secre-
tary Jeanette Haller at jeanettehaller@comcast.net 
with your reservation information.

19–23 Lyte Hearts Chapter: Kieler, Wisconsin. Rustic 
Barn RV Park and Campground. This camp-
ground is located a few miles from the beauti-
ful bluffs of the mighty Mississippi River in the 
tri-state area of Iowa, Illinois and Wisconsin. We 
will be parked just seven miles from Dubuque, 17 
miles from Galena, and 80 miles from Madison. 

  For reservations, contact Rustic Barn RV Park 
and Campground at 608-568-7797. Be sure to let 
the campground know you are with Lyte Hearts 
RVing Women. The deadline for reservations is 
May 7. A limited number of sites are available 
and will be released after the deadline. 

  Rustic Barn RV Park is located at 3854 Dry 
Hollow Road, Kieler WI 53812.

  After making reservations, contact Cheryl 
Grady at cheryl.l.grady@comcast.net to let her 
know you are attending.

20–22 Northeast Network: Eastford, Connecticut. 
 Charlie Brown Campground. This is our annual 
Spring Fling event. The weekend will include an 
RV educational program. 

  For reservations, call the campground at 860-
974-0142. Charlie Brown Campground is located 
at 98 Chaplin Road,  Eastford CT 06424.

  Sandie Bock and Rayleen Stubbs are the rally 
hosts for this event. For information and to RSVP, 
contact Sandie at sandiebock@comcast.net or 
Rayleen at rayleen@optonline.net.

27–30 Cascadia Chapter: Mossyrock, Washington. 
Harmony Lakeside RV Park. A first night deposit 
is due to our treasurer by April 16. Registration 
closes April 15. 

  Harmony Lakeside RV Park is located at 563 
State Route 122, Silver Creek, WA 98585.

  Register for this event and read the informa-
tion about what’s happening at this event on our 
website at www.cascadiarvw.com. 

31–Jun 4 Mid-America Chapter: Sedalia, Missouri. 
Missouri State Fair Campground. This is a Friend-
ship Rally held each year during the Scott Joplin 
Festival. No reservation or registration is required. 
Join us at the fairground and pick your spot. 
Plenty of spaces are available. 

  The festival starts at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, 
June 1. Visit www.scottjoplin.org for information 
about this year’s festival. Free entertainment is 
available throughout the festival. We will gather 
on Tuesday evening to plan our schedule. 

  Campsites are $20/night (cash or check 
only). The campground does not accept reserva-
tions, but there will be plenty of sites available. 
An attendant will collect camping fees on the 
night of your arrival. 

  The Missouri State Fair Campground is 
located at 2503 W 16th Street, Sedalia, MO 
64055. The Solo Travelers Chapter will also be 
meeting at this campground to celebrate the Scott 
Joplin Festival.

31–Jun 4 Solo Travelers Chapter: Sedalia, Missouri. 
 Missouri State Fair Campground. This rally will be 
held in conjunction with the annual Scott Joplin 
Festival. Over 50 entertainers from all over the 
world will converge on this quaint, historic town 
to celebrate one of America’s favorite ragtime 
musicians (remember The Entertainer and Maple 
Leaf Rag?). Throughout the week, free venues at 
several downtown locations are open for vari-
ous entertainer appearances. Other attractions 
in Sedalia include the historic Hotel Bothwell, 
Katy Depot and Bothwell Lodge. The Katy Trail, 
where bikers can travel across most of Missouri, is 
within biking distance of the campground. 

  We will begin the rally on Tuesday evening 
with a potluck dinner at the campground to 
review the festival schedule and plan the week’s 
activities. Bring a dish to share and your drink 
and tableware. 

  Campsites are $20/night (cash or check 
only). The campground does not accept reserva-
tions, but there will be plenty of sites available. 
An attendant will collect camping fees on the 
night of your arrival. 

  The Missouri State Fair Campground is 
located at 2503 W 16th Street, Sedalia, MO 
64055. The Mid-America Chapter will also be 
meeting at this campground to celebrate the Scott 
Joplin Festival.

  Email Barb Schneider at bks311@gmail.com if 
you are coming or have any questions.
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JUNE 2016
2–5 FreeWheelers Chapter: Corning, California. 

Woodson Bridge RV Park. This park is located at 
25433 South Avenue, Corning, CA 96021. Sheila 
Grothe and Jeanne  Stevenson are the rally hosts 
for this event. You may contact Sheila and Jeanne 
at n6ngb@yahoo.com.

3–5 Mid-Atlantic Chapter: Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 
Old Mill Stream Campground. Lancaster offers 
beautiful landscapes, Amish markets and shop-
ping outlets. If you’re looking to just relax, Old 
Mill Stream is a nice, relaxing campground with, 
you guessed it, a stream running through it.

  This Rally fills fast, so make reservations now 
by calling the campground at 717-299-2314 or 
866-386-2839. Let them know you are with Mid-
Atlantic RVW. 

  Hosting for this event is a group effort 
known as The Posse.  Once you make your 
 reservation, send an email to Glenys Riley at 
glenys.riley@gmail.com and she will let The Posse 
know you are attending.  

10–12 Oregon Chapter: Foster, Oregon. Foster Lake RV 
Resort. An agenda will be sent to all attendees 
before this rally. Dinner on Friday and Saturday 
is traditionally potluck. Dinner on Sunday is 
traditionally by group reservation at a local res-
taurant. Attendance at any event during the rally 
is optional. If there is a reservation or deposit 
involved, we will try our best to accommodate 
your change in plans. For more information 
about our chapter, visit www.orvw.org.

  Campsites are $36.50 /night plus tax. We 
have 25 sites reserved. Make reservations by 
May 10 by calling the park directly at 541-367-
5629. A first-night deposit is required. When 
making reservations, be sure to tell the park you 
are with Oregon RVing Women. 

  Foster Lake RV Resort is located at 6191 
Hwy 20 East, Foster, Oregon. The cancellation 
deadline for a full refund is two weeks prior to 
the rally. There are some pet restrictions. If you 
have a question about your pets, ask the park 
personnel when you call to make reservations.

  To receive the agenda, contact chapter secre-
tary Jeanette Haller at jeanettehaller@comcast.net 
with your reservation information.

10–12 Great Lakers Chapter: Hart, Michigan. John 
Gurney Park. Join us for a celebration of the 
Hart, Michigan Asparagus Festival. The town rolls 
out big time for this festival with farm tours, a 
parade, recipes and taste testing. For the whole 
throw down, see nationalasparagusfestival.org. 

  We will have welcome snacks and drinks 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Friday in the historic pavilion 
and a breakfast potluck Sunday morning. 

  The hosts for this event, Joy Bondy and Skye 
(Mary) King, will be at the campground June 8 
to 14, so come early or stay late to explore the 
Oceana County/Hart area. There will be lots of 
opportunities for green fun. You can walk into 

town or rent a bike or kayak. A pickleball court is 
available also.

  We will stay at John Gurney Park, located 
at 300 N. Griswold, Hart MI 49420. We have 
reserved sites 34, 35, 38 to 40, 53 to 58, 62, 63, 
65 to 68 (water/electric only).  For water/electric/
sewer, sites 28, 29, 36, 37 are premium. You may 
reserve any other site as available if these do not 
suit your needs. Joy and Skye will be at site 69. 

  Campsites are $24 to $30/night. To make res-
ervations, call John Gurney Park before May 10 
at 231-873-4959 and ask for Jennifer. Tell her you 
are with RVW/Mary King. For more information 
about this park, visit www.johngurneypark.com. 

  After you have made reservations, please 
contact Joy and Skye to let them know you are 
attending. Email skyeroi@yahoo.com or call 248-
547-2545 or 248-787-7133 (cell).

17–19 Northeast Network: Boothbay, Maine. Shore Hills 
Campground. Teddie Grayson is the rally host for 
this event. For information and to RSVP, contact 
Teddie at tedgiu@yahoo.com.

  Shore Hills Campground is located at 553 
Wiscasset Road, Boothbay ME. To make reserva-
tions, call the campground at 207-633-4782.

22–26 Mid-America Chapter: Eureka Springs, Arkansas. 
Wanderlust RV Park. This campground looks out 
over the Ozarks hills and provides a trolley for 
trips into Eureka Springs. We will enjoy won-
derful sunrises and sunsets and fun activities in 
between.

  Campsites are $30/night. For reservations, 
call 479-253-7385. When you call, tell the park 
you are with RVW. Wanderlust RV Park is located 
at 468 Passion Play Road, Eureka Springs, AR 
72632. For more information, check out their 
website at www.wanderlustrv.com. 

  Registration information and rally fees are 
under discussion. For information, contact Sandi 
Pointelin at mopo@att.net.

24–26 Cascadia Chapter: Hoodsport, Washington. Rest-
a-While RV Park. Rest-a-While RV Resort is located 
at 27001 North U.S. Hwy 101, Hoodsport, WA 
98548. Registration for this event closes June 3. 

  Register online and read about this event on 
our chapter website at www.cascadiarvw.com.

24–26 Rocky Mountain Chapter: Nathrop, Colorado. 
Chalk Creek Campground and RV Park. We are 
returning to this area for another great rally. This 
year's event coincides with the Salida Art Walk. 
Call the campground at 719-395-8301 to reserve 
your campsite, and remember to mention that 
you are with the RVW Rocky Mountain Chapter. 

  Donna Arnink is the rally host for this event. 
You may contact her at djarnink@gmail.com. 

  Chalk Creek Campground is located seven 
miles south of Buena Vista and 18 miles north of 
Salida.
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JULY 2016
8–10 Great Lakers Chapter: Ypsilanti, Michigan. 

Detroit-Greenfield Campground. Join us for an 
Elvisfest celebration in historic Depot Town, Ypsi-
lanti. This is billed as the largest tribute concert 
to the King in North America. There will be many 
Elvis tribute artists performing. For tickets and 
information visit www.mielvisfest.org. 

  Detroit/Greenfield Campground, located 
close to Ann Arbor, Detroit and Ypsilanti, offers 
swimming, a water slide, fishing (without a 
license), paddleboats and walking/biking trails. 
No private boats are allowed. The Henry Ford 
Museum and Greenfield Village also are nearby. 
More information is available at www.detroit-
greenfield.com.

  Campsites are $40/night for water/electric; 
$42/night for full hookups. These are pull-thru 
sites. Lake sites are available for a higher fee. Pets 
are allowed. To make a reservation, call the park 
at 734-482-7722. Be sure to mention you are with 
the RVing Women’s rally. Ten sites are being held 
until May 1. Reservations with $25 deposit must 
be made by that date. 

   When you have reserved a site, contact 
rally host Grace Haddad to let her know you are 
participating. You may reach Grace at 313-521-
1667 or graceah@peoplepc.com. She will arrive 
Thursday and remain until Monday, so feel free 
to arrive early and remain late. 

8–10 Oregon Chapter: Tillamook, Oregon. Pleasant 
 Valley RV Park. An agenda will be sent to all 
attendees before this rally. Dinner on Friday and 
Saturday is traditionally potluck. The rec room 
has a full kitchen. Dinner on Sunday is tradi-
tionally by group reservation at a local restau-
rant. Attendance at any event during the rally 
is optional. If there is a reservation or deposit 
involved, we will try our best to accommodate 
your change in plans. For more information 
about our chapter, visit www.orvw.org.

  Campsites are $29.97/night for partial hook-
ups and $33.96/night for full hookups. Good Sam 
rates apply. There is a dump station on site. All 
sites are gravel pull-thru with 30/50 amp and free 
Wi-Fi and cable. There are a few cabins available. 
We have reserved 25 sites.

  This park fills up quickly during summer 
months. Make reservations as soon as possible by 
calling the park directly at 503-842-4779. Have 
a credit card handy to hold the reservation. Be 
sure to tell the park you are with Oregon RVing 
Women and let them know the length of your 
RV. Also let them know if you want to be close 
to the rec room so they can try to accommodate 
your request. You will be charged for one night if 
you cancel within two weeks of the rally date. 

  Pets are required to be on a leash at all times. 
There are loose rabbits in the park. 

  Pleasant Valley RV Park is located at 11800 
Hwy 101 S, Tillamook, Oregon.

  To receive the agenda, contact chapter secre-
tary Jeanette Haller at jeanettehaller@comcast.net 
with your reservation information.

15–17 Mid-Atlantic Chapter: Woodbine, Maryland. 
 Ramblin’ Pines Campground. We will return 
to Ramblin’ Pines Campground for our second 
annual crab fest. If you like eating Maryland crab, 
join us for a great time. If you don’t like eat-
ing crab, join us for a great time anyway.  Kathy 
Healy is our host.  

  For campsite reservations, call Ramblin’ Pines 
Campground at 410-795-5161 or 800-550-8733. 
Let them know you are with Mid-Atlantic RVW.  
Discounts with AARP, AAA or Good Sam are 
honored. Ramblin’ Pines Campground is located 
at 801 Hoods Mill Road, Woodbine MD 21797. 
More information is available at ramblinpines-
campground.com. 

  After you make your reservation, please email 
rally host Kathy Healy at foldedladies@comcast.
net or call 410-967-9260 with name(s), address, 
date of arrival, date of departure, site number and 
email address. Also let her know if you are inter-
ested in having steamed crab. The additional fee 
for the crab feed will be determined closer to the 
date of this event.

15–17 Northeast Network: Old Mystic, Connecticut. 
Mystic Seaport Campground. Deb Porter and 
Rayleen Stubbs are the rally hosts for this event. 
For information and to RSVP, contact Rayleen at 
rayleen@optonline.net.

  Mystic Seaport Campground is located at 
45 Campground Road, Old Mystic, CT 06372.  
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• Vibration • Shimmy
• Tail-Wagging-The-Dog 
• Bump Steer • Delayed 
• Steering Response
• Bounce 
• Dog Tracking • Leaning     
    Low On One Side

SuperSteer® designs and 
distributes steering, suspension 

& braking equipment for 
motorhomes, 5th wheels, 

pickups, trucks, SUVs and 4x4s. 
Our parent company, Henderson’s Line-Up, repairs steering, 

suspension and brakes

10% off
on 
retail 
parts

RV 10 2x4 HLU
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To make reservations, call the campground at 
888-457-9180.

21–24 Ohio River Valley Chapter: St. Marys, Ohio. Grand 
Lake St. Marys State Park. Activities may include 
the Lake Festival in Celina, possible rental of a 
pontoon boat to view three lighthouses and 52 
miles of lake shoreline, a visit to the Neil Arm-
strong Air and Space Museum in Wapakoneta, 
visits to historic St. Marys and New Bremen to 
view restored parts of the 1825 Miami and Erie 
canals and a visit to the Bicycle Museum of 
 America in New Bremen. The towpath where 
horses towed the canal boats is now a 40-mile 
walking/biking trail. 

  There is a private catch-and-keep (if you 
wish) pond at our campground. We will have a 
prize for the biggest fish caught.

  Make reservations at www.reserveamerica.
com. Reserve in the loop containing sites 142 to 
157. Some are full hook-up, some partial. Sites fill 
up fast, so make your reservations now. 

  After you have reserved, please register for 
this rally on the RVW website. There is a rally fee 
of $10 per person to help defray costs.

  Wendy Humphries is the rally host for this 
event. You may email her at gladah4@aol.com. 

21–24 Rocky Mountain Chapter: Eagle Nest, New 
 Mexico. Golden Eagle RV Park and Eagle Nest 
Lake State Park. 

  Golden Eagle RV Park sits across from beauti-
ful Eagle Nest Lake in the Moreno Valley on the 
Enchanted Circle Scenic Byway, which includes 
Angel Fire, Red River, Questa and Eagle Nest. Taos 
is about 30 miles from Eagle Nest. 

  There are tons of fun things to do in this 
area: visit the Angel Fire Vietnam Memorial, zip 
line in Angel Fire, do some kayaking or canoe-
ing on Eagle Nest Lake, which is across from the 
Golden Eagle RV Park (the boat ramp is a half-
mile from the park) or try out the lake or one of 
the many streams in the area for some fishing. 
We might also hike some of the trails, rent Jeeps 
and do some four-wheeling, go horseback riding, 
do some geocaching or golfing or take the chair-
lift to the top of the mountain. 

  The historic St. James Motel is nearby. The 
Philmont Boy Scout Camp does tours.

  Golden Eagle RV Park has sites with 30 and 
50 amp full hookups, immaculate showers, coin 
laundry, Wi-Fi and a gift shop/store. We will 
have access to a room and covered area for rally 
events and activities. The park also offers weekly 
planned activities— music, entertainment, barbe-
cues, card games, tours, craft classes and more. A 
continental breakfast is offered each morning in 
the recreation room. 

  Campsites at the Golden Eagle RV Park are 
$39.95/night plus tax for 30-amp and $41.95/
night plus tax for 50-amp. The park is giving us a 
15 percent discount if paying by credit card and 
20 percent discount for cash/check. These rates 

are available if you would like to come early or 
extend your stay. Weekly rates are also available. 
Call the Golden Eagle RV Park at 575-377-6188 or 
800-388-6188 to reserve your campsite as soon as 
possible as this park fills up quickly this time of 
the year. 

  We have reserved 30 campsites. Cabins also 
are available. When you call, let the park know 
you are with the RVW Rocky Mountain Chapter. 

  Golden Eagle RV Park is located at 540 W. 
Therma (Hwy 64), Eagle Nest, NM 87718.

  If you prefer to boondock, you can make 
reservations at the Eagle Nest Lake State Park 
Campground located across from the Golden 
Eagle RV Park. (The entrance is a half-mile down 
the road). Campsites are $10/night—or free, if 
you have a New Mexico Annual Camping Permit. 
There is no dump station at the campground, but 
you can dump at the Golden Eagle RV Park for a 
fee. Reservations can be made up to six months 
prior to the date of arrival. Reserve online at new-
mexicostateparks.reserveamerica.com. 

  Gail Tate and Terry Rudolph are the rally 
hosts for this event. Once you make your reser-
vation, contact Gail at totlrec@aol.com or 505-
250-9156 or Terry at tar1rudy@aol.com or 719-
310-7178 to let them know you are participating. 
They need a headcount for planning purposes. 

22–24 Cascadia Chapter: Westport, Washington. 
 American Sunset RV Resort. American Sunset RV 
Resort is located at 1209 N. Montesano Street, 
Westport, WA 98595.Registration for this event 
closes June 14. 

  Register and read about this event and activi-
ties available in the area on our website at www.
cascadiarvw.com. 

AUGUST 2016
12–14 Mid-Atlantic Chapter: Egg Harbor City, New 

Jersey. Holly Acres RV Park.  Join us for bocce 
ball, cards, plenty of food and good times. Res-
ervations will made as a group so please contact 
our hosts Cindy Hoernlein and Nancy Davis 
at cin1155@aol.com and nanedav@aol.com to 
secure a campsite. 

12–14 Oregon Chapter: Florence, Oregon. Heceta Beach 
RV Park. An agenda will be sent to all attendees 
approximately two weeks before this rally. Dinner 
on Friday and Saturday is traditionally potluck. 
The meeting room is large and comfortable with 
plenty of tables for meals and games. Dinner on 
Sunday is traditionally by group reservation at a 
local restaurant. Attendance at any event during 
the rally is optional. If there is a reservation or 
deposit involved, we will try our best to accom-
modate your change in plans. For more informa-
tion about our chapter, visit www.orvw.org.

  Campsites are $39/night for full hookups and 
$33/night for water/electric/cable sites. There is 
a dump station on site. The park is holding 20 to 
25 sites for our rally.
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  Make reservations before June 1 by calling 
the park directly at 541-997-7664. A first-night 
deposit is required. When making reservations, 
be sure to tell the park you are with Oregon 
RVing Women. There are no pet restrictions 
except that they do not accept giraffes. There is a 
$5/night fee for cancellations made less than 48 
hours before the rally date. 

  Heceta Beach RV Park is located at 4636 
Heceta Beach Road, Florence OR 97439.

  To receive the agenda, contact chapter secre-
tary Jeanette Haller at jeanettehaller@comcast.net 
with your reservation information.

18–21 FreeWheelers Chapter: Duncan Mills, California. 
Cassini Family Ranch Campground. This Park is 
located at 22855 Moscow Ranch Road, Duncan 
Mills CA 95430. Charlie Chuck and Gina Nellor 
are the rally hosts for this event. You may contact 
Charlie and Gina at mcandgn@aol.com. 

18–21 Great Lakers Chapter: Marquette, Michigan. 
Marquette Tourist Park Campground. Marquette 
is an amazing place. You can golf, kayak on Lake 
Superior or at the campground on the river, try 
out one of the hiking trails not far from the park 
or one of the biking paths adjacent to the park, or 
hang out on the beach. We will provide a list of 
other things to see and do in the area when you 
get here. For more information, stop at the tour-
ist information log cabin on your way into town 
on U.S. 41.

  Thursday activities may include a hike (there 
are choices according to difficulty), a tour of the 
Michigan Iron Industry Museum in Negaunee 
(we will carpool), and possibly an evening cruise 
in the harbor. On Friday, some of us might take a 
seven-mile bike ride on the city bike path or we 
might go for a longer ride along Lake Superior, 
finishing the day with dinner at Vango’s. On 
Saturday, we might visit the farmer’s market or 
do a tour of the Michigan Iron Industry Museum 
in Negaunee and get together that evening for a 
potluck dinner. We might also plan an evening 
at the Lake Superior Theater, an active boathouse 
that is used for theater all summer. 

  This is a tentative schedule. We will move 
things around as interest requires. We will have a 
farewell breakfast Sunday morning.

  Campsites are $32/night for full hookups; 
$27/night for electric-only. Make your own camp-
site reservations by calling Marquette Tourist Park 
Campground at 906-228-0460 (off season) or 
906-228-0465 (May to October). This is a popular 
area, so make reservations as soon as possible. 

  For rally information, contact Ruth Robb at 
rrobb28@yahoo.com or 248-217-5434. Contact 
Ruth after you have reserved your site to let her 
know you are participating.

19–22 Northeast Network: Berwick, Maine. Beaver Dam 
Campground. Sandie Bock is the rally host for 
this event. For information and to RSVP, contact 
Sandie at sandiebock@comcast.net.

  Beaver Dam Campground is located at 551 
School Street, Berwick, Maine. To make reserva-
tions, call the campground at 207-698-2267.

26–28 Cascadia Chapter: Leavenworth, Washington. 
Icicle River RV Park. For this event, a deposit 
of $40 is due to our treasurer by May 24. Regis-
tration closes May 22. Icicle River RV Resort is 
located at 7305 Icicle Road, Leavenworth, WA 
98826.

  Register online and read about this event and 
activities available in the area on our website at 
www.cascadiarvw.com.

SEPTEMBER 2016
8–11 Great Lakers Chapter: Leamington, Ontario 

Canada. Sturgeon Woods Campground. We will 
be celebrating the butterfly migration. Sturgeon 
Woods Campground is located five minutes 
from downtown Leamington, 45 minutes from 
Windsor, and only 1 kilometer from Point Pelee 
National Park, a well-known birding and butterfly 
stop during spring and autumn migrations. In 
the autumn, large numbers of monarch but-
terflies gather on the point before continuing 
their migration across Lake Erie on their way to 
Mexico. This area is also known for hawk and 
dragonfly migrations at this time of year. The 
park offers ranger-led programs in the woods and 

Big Rig Comfort You Can Take Anywhere
www.EscapeTrailer.com or call 855 703-1650

Research your options and visit  
with other owners at www.EscapeForum.org

Escape!  
   Live the Adventure!
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through the marsh in a 10-person canoe. 
  Entry to the park is $6 (Canadian) per day. 

There is a group rate for those arriving in the 
same vehicle. 

  Rally events may include hiking and biking 
the trails in Point Pelee National Park, butterfly 
watching, and kayaking nearby marshes. There 
is also a car ferry that goes to Pelee Island for the 
day. Other activities might include shopping in 
Kingsville and visits to Ontario wineries. We will 
meet each morning to review events for the day. 
We will have a potluck dinner on Friday and visit 
a local restaurant on Saturday.

  To cross the border into Canada, you will 
need to have an up-to-date passport or, if your 
state offers one, an enhanced driver’s license. 
Sturgeon Woods Campground offers only 30-amp 
outlets so bring an adapter if your rig normally 
requires 50-amp power. To make reservations, 
call the campground at 877-521-4990. We have 
reserved sites 3 to 7 and 30 to 34. 

  Pat Pokay and Linda Grandstaff are the 
rally hosts for this event. When you make your 
reservation, send an email to ppokay@emich.edu 
to let them know you are coming. You may also 
reach Pat and Linda at 734-223-7995.

8–11 Lyte Hearts Chapter: Lanesboro, Minnesota. Eagle 
Cliff Campground. This is a lovely campground 
that runs along the Root River. Weather permit-
ting, we will take advantage of the opportuni-
ties this area offers, making use of the bike path 
to Lanesboro and taking kayaks down the river. 
Kayak rentals are available at the campground. 

  Campsites are $29/night for electric/water 
and $32/night for full hookups. Make reserva-
tions by phone before August 1 and let the camp-
ground know you are with Lyte Hearts RVing 
Women. We have reserved sites A-1 to 19 and B-1 
to 12. Reserve as early as possible if you have a 
favorite site. Eagle Cliff Campground is located at 
35455 State Highway 16, Lanesboro MN 55949.

  Contact Lori Walker at lowalk33@gmail.com 
to let her know you have reservations.

9–11 Mid-Atlantic Chapter: Connellsville, Pennsyl-
vania. River’s Edge Campground (also known as 
Uniontown KOA). This campground is located in 
western Pennsylvania. Activities include kayak-
ing, bicycling and lots of sightseeing. Visit the 
campground page at www.campriversedge.com 
for more information. 

  Make reservations by calling the campground 
at 724-628-4880 ext. 1. Let them know you are 
with Mid-Atlantic RVW. The deadline for reserva-
tions is May 6.

  After you make your reservations, follow up 
with an email to glenys.riley@gmail.com with 
your site number and arrival and departure dates.

9–11 Oregon Chapter: Welches, Oregon. Mount Hood 
Village. We will hold our annual chapter meet-
ing at this rally. A rally agenda will be sent to 
all attendees before the rally. Dinner on Friday 

and Saturday is traditionally potluck. Dinner on 
Sunday is traditionally by group reservation at a 
local restaurant. Attendance at any event during 
the rally is optional. If there is a reservation or 
deposit involved, we will try our best to accom-
modate your change in plans. For more informa-
tion about our chapter, visit www.orvw.org.

  Campsites are $42.80 /night. We have a 
block of 25 sites in the Vine Maple Section of the 
campground reserved for this rally.  There are no 
pet restrictions. 

  Make reservations by August 9 by calling the 
park directly at 503-622-4011 or 800-255-3069. 
Be sure to tell the park you are with Oregon 
RVing Women so that you can be parked with the 
group. 

  Deposits are fully refundable for cancella-
tions made up to seven days prior to check-in. 

  Mount Hood Village is located at 65000 
US-26, Welches, OR 97067.

  To receive the agenda, contact chapter secre-
tary Jeanette Haller at jeanettehaller@comcast.net 
with your reservation information.

15–18 FreeWheelers Chapter: Bethel Island Mills, 
 California. Sugar Barge RV Resort. We will hold 
our annual membership meeting at this rally. 

  Sugar Barge RV Resort is located at 1440 
Sugar Barge Road, Bethel Island CA 94511. 

  Rally details will follow. For information, 
contact Irene Paulin at ipaulin47@gmail.com. 

16–18 Rocky Mountain Chapter: Estes Park, Colorado. 
Spruce Lake RV Park. Vicky Thompson and 
 Kathryn Brooks are the rally host for this event. 
Jill Guttman is assisting. They need your feedback 
for this rally. Please contact Vicky at vlthomp@
comcast.net to let her know you want to attend 
and also let her know the length of your RV so 
the park owner can block out campsites for this 
rally. The hosts will call Spruce Lake RV Park in 
April to confirm reservations. You will be charged 
50 percent of your campsite cost at that time. 
Estes Park gets booked early for this time of year, 
so we need to get this process started now. 

  Spruce Lake RV Park is located at 1050 Mary’s 
Lake Road, Estes Park, CO 80517.

23–25 Cascadia Chapter: Ferndale, Washington. The 
Cedars RV Resort. Registration for this event 
closes August 19. The Cedars RV Resort is located 
at 6335 Portal Avenue, Ferndale, WA 93048.

  Register online and read about activities 
scheduled for the weekend on our website at 
www.cascadiarvw.com.

30–Oct 2 Northeast Network: Littleton, New 
 Hampshire. Crazy Horse Campground. Cathy 
Biloris and Cindy Zwicker are the rally hosts for 
this event. For information and to RSVP, email 
cathy.bil@comcast.net.

  Crazy Horse Campground is located at 788 
Hilltop Road, Littleton, NH 03561. 

  To make reservations, call the campground at 
603-444-2204.
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OCTOBER 2016
13–18 Mid-America Chapter: Rockville, Indiana. 

 Covered Bridges Campground. This Friendship 
Rally will be held during the Covered Bridges 
Festival, Indiana’s largest festival and craft fair. 
The festival includes tours of Indiana’s 31 historic 
covered bridges. Visit www.coveredbridges.com 
for more information. 

  Campsite reservations are essential and must 
be made early. A non-refundable deposit of $25 is 
required. To reserve, call the campground at 765-
569-5080 and tell them you are with the RVW 
group. Covered Bridges Campground is located at 
215 S Erie Street, Rockville, IN 47872. 

  Arlene Thiel is the rally host for this event. 
After making reservations, please let her know 
you are participating. You may contact Arlene at 
arleneellie@sbcglobal.net or 314-705-1767.

14–16 Oregon Chapter: Canyonville, Oregon. Seven 
Feathers RV Resort. Members traveling to Mesa, 
Arizona for Convention 2016 might want to start 
their caravan at this rally. An agenda will be sent 
to all attendees before this rally. Dinner on Friday 
and Saturday is traditionally potluck. Dinner on 
Sunday is traditionally by group reservation at a 
local restaurant. Attendance at any event dur-
ing the rally is optional. If there is a reservation 
or deposit involved, we will try to accommodate 
your change in plans. For information about our 
chapter, visit www.orvw.org.

  Campsites are $35/night. If you are attending 
this rally, you must send a check for $35 made 
out to ORVW to the chapter treasurer along with 
your arrival and departure dates. Mail your check 
and information to June Willoughby, 1101 Ful-
ton Ave, Coos Bay, OR 97420. Your check must 
be received by August 8 and will serve as your 
first-night deposit. You will need to pay for the 
remaining nights (cash or credit card, no checks) 
when you drive in and register at the park. 

  If you must cancel, you will receive a refund 
of your deposit if your cancellation is received 30 
days or more before the start of the rally. After 30 
days, you forfeit your deposit. 

  Seven Feathers RV Resort is located at 325 
Quintioosa Blvd., Canyonville, Oregon. Take exit 
99 from I-5. The park has a maximum three pets 
per rig restriction.

  To receive the agenda, contact chapter secre-
tary Jeanette Haller at jeanettehaller@comcast.net 
with your reservation information.

The Great Lakers Chapter meets at 1 p.m. on the second Thursday of the month from September to May for a 
 luncheon get-together. A monthly reminder with location is sent to chapter members. For more information and to 
RSVP, contact Grace Haddad at graceh@peoplepc.com.

The Lyte Hearts Chapter meets at 9 a.m. on the second Saturday of each month at Maria’s Cafe, 1113 East Franklin, 
Minneapolis MN 55404. For more information, call Pat Dix at 763-544-4545. 

Updates to this calendar of events are regularly published online at www.rvingwomen.org.
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Liability Waiver and Guidelines for Participation in RVW Events
As an RVW member, you are welcome to participate in chapter and national events wherever you go. Space may 
be limited, so make reservations as far in advance as possible. Please remember that RVW events are exclusively for 
women ages 18 and over. Before participating in any RVW events, you will need to sign the following liability waiver.

In consideration for being permitted to participate in RVing Women (RVW) events/activities and any of its 
chapters’ events/activities: 

1. I hereby release, hold harmless and indemnify RVW and its chapter officers, directors, employees, 
representatives, agents and volunteers from any liability and responsibility whatsoever for any claims 
or causes of action that I, my estate, heirs, survivors, executors or assigns may have for personal injury, 
property damage or wrongful death arising from my participation in RVW activities, whether caused by 
active or passive negligence or actions.

2. By entering into this liability waiver agreement, I hereby agree and acknowledge that I am not relying 
on any oral or written representation or statements made by RVW other than what is set forth in this 
agreement.

I have read and understand the terms of this liability waiver agreement. I am 18 years of age or older and 
mentally competent to enter into this agreement. 

Your signature on your RVing Women membership application, membership renewal or liability waiver affirms your 
agreement, made freely and voluntarily without any inducement.

v0115

21–23 Cascadia Chapter: Kelso, Washington. 
 Brookhollow RV Park. For this event, there is a 
required first-night deposit of $34.02 to be sent to 
our treasurer no later than September 13. 

  Brookhollow RV Park is located at 2506 Allen 
Street, Kelso, WA 98626.

  Register online and read about this event on 
our website at www.cascadiarvw.com.

25–30 RVW National Convention: Mesa, Arizona. 
 Viewpoint Golf and RV Resort. Details will follow.

NOVEMBER 2016
10–13 FreeWheelers Chapter: Paso Robles, California. 

Vines RV Resort. After the convention in Mesa, 
Arizona celebrating our RVW 25th anniversary 
year, join us in Paso Robles and discover some of 
the wonderful attractions this area of California 
offers. Vines RV Resort is located at 88 Wellsona 
Road, Paso Robles 93446. 

  For rally information, contact Michelle 
 Gardner at gardholt@sbcglobal.net.

11–14 Mid-Atlantic Chapter: Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 
Old Mill Stream Campground. Join us for our 
annual pre-Thanksgiving celebration and our 
chapter’s last rally of the season. 

  Reserve your campsite directly by calling Old 
Mill Stream Campground at 717-299-2314 or 
866-386-2839.  Be sure to tell them you are with 
the Mid-Atlantic RVW group.

  After you have reserved your campsite, please 
contact rally hosts Lee Ensor and Meg Taylor for 
more information and to receive your rally reg-
istration.  Email megtaylor.taylor@gmail.com or 
call 717-891-9644.

AUGUST 2017
18–21 Rocky Mountain Chapter: Dubois, Wyoming. 

Longhorn Ranch RV Park. This will be a very 
special RVW rally! We will be in the path of total-

ity for the 2017 solar eclipse, which means that 
on Monday, at 11:37am, we will experience the 
Great American Eclipse when the moon’s shadow 
sweeps across the United States. This is an oppor-
tunity of a lifetime, so call the Longhorn Ranch 
RV Park at 307-455-2337 to reserve your spot. 

  We will have a happy hour Friday evening. 
Please bring finger foods to share. Your hosts will 
provide breakfast Saturday morning. We will have 
a potluck dinner Saturday night in the Ramada-
covered pavilion that we have reserved. 

  On Monday morning, we will all gather to 
watch the eclipse! It will begin at 10:15 a.m. and 
end at 1:02 p.m., with maximum totality at 11:37 
a.m. There will be a group of astronomers from 
Rice University staying at the same park. We 
have been told the professor will be doing talks 
about the eclipse. If you plan on photographing 
the eclipse, you will need a special filter for your 
camera. You will also need special eclipse glasses 
to watch the eclipse before and after totality. Your 
hosts will purchase 50 pairs of glasses and will 
give them to you at the rally. 

  We have reserved 20 campsites (basically all 
of the Leafy Trees spots, which are blue on the 
map). More spaces may be available if those fill 
up. There are a couple big rig campsites. We did 
not reserve any tent spots, so call soon if you 
need one. Your hosts are staying in site #11 so 
they can set up tables for breakfast on Saturday.

  Longhorn Ranch RV Park has fire pits at each 
site, 30 and 50 amp hookups, cable hookups, 
a dog park and laundry facilities. The park is 
located at 5810 US-26, Dubois, WY 82513, three 
miles from the town of Dubois and close to both 
Grand Tetons National Park and Yellowstone 
National Park. 

  Dena Laterza and Terri Theisen are your hosts 
for this rally. For information, call or email Dena 
at 512-656-3053 or denalaterza@yahoo.com.
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Classifieds
TRAVEL RESOURCES

RVW foRum:  Are you looking for informa-
tion about good places to camp, special events 
that are happening, the best sights to see and 
best places to eat—and the places you should 
avoid? Check out the members-only forum at 
www.rvingwomen.org to find out what other 
members are saying—and leave a comment 
about your on-the-road experiences for others 
to see. Log in using your personal password 
and select Forum from the Members Only 
drop-down menu, The Forum addresses all 
aspects of RVing and also includes an Ask the 
Board section.

OPPORTUNITIES 

GuIDED RV TouRS and rallies. Lower 48 
– Alaska – Canada – Mexico – Overseas. Free 
RV vacation catalog. First-timer 5% discount. 
844-712-1069. www.adventurecaravans.com.

GREAT JoBS in great places! We’ve helped 
more than 70,000 RVers find part-time and 
full-time jobs in parks, resorts, campgrounds, 
theme parks, etc. Call 800-446-5627 for a free 
brochure or visit www.workamper.com.

Do You HAVE INfoRmATIoN to share? 
Consider presenting a seminar at the 2016 RVW 
convention that will be held October 25 to 30  
in Mesa, Arizona. For more information, con-
tact Mary Beth Stearns at marybethstearns@
yahoo.com.

RVS/EQUIPMENT 

foR SALE: 2000 foRD ECoNoLINE Van 
Class B RV. 27,390 miles, First owner had 14 
years for fishing, garaged. I loved it but can't 
keep it. View at azmobilerv.com for pictures 
and details. Click RVs For Sale, then 2000 
Econoline Custom. Reduced to $15,950 OBO.  
913-333-8053.

ARIZONA PROPERTIES

PuEBLo RV PARk DouBLE CoRNER 
lot. Park model with large Arizona room with 
fireplace. 2 sheds and covered parking for car and 
RV. Large patio, landscaped yard with fishpond. 
Call 770-505-9445.

PuEBLo RV CoRNER LoT and shed for 
sale. Must sell: $43,000 OBO. betty_lou2006@
hotmail.com or 253 988-3823.

Our classified ad rate is just 80 cents per word. To place your classified ad in our next 
issue, mail or email your ad to arrive by March 25. You also may place your ad online at www.
rvingwomen.org for just 80 cents per word—or maximize your exposure and place your ad in 
both the magazine and online for $1.50 per word. You may include color photos online for $5 
per photo. If you are an RVW member, you can buy placement for two issues and get the third 
issue free. That gives you a presence in the magazine and online for a full 6 months!

Submit your ad copy online, mail with your payment to RVing Women, P.O. Box 1940, 
Apache Junction AZ 85117 or email to rvwoffice@rvingwomen.org. Be sure to type or print 
clearly, include your first and last name and a contact phone number and enclose a check made 
payable to RVW or your credit card payment. All classified ads are set uniformly with lead 
words in bold caps. Type variations, abnormal capitalizations and illustrations are not included.

Counting words: Two initials are considered one word. Figures consisting of a dollar sign 
and numerals are considered one word. Zip code is one word and must appear in every ad with 
an address. City names consisting of two or more words are considered one word (i.e., New 
York or Salt Lake City). Phone number with area code is considered one word. Web and email 
addresses each count as one word.

RVing Women is not responsible for the products, advice or services offered in ads 
published in this magazine or on the rvingwomen.org website or for products or services 
offered or sold at RVW events and does not endorse, warrant or guarantee the products, advice 
or services offered. We reserve the right to refuse at our sole discretion any classified or 
display ad submitted for print or online publication and to refuse at our sole discretion vendor 
opportunities offered at RVW events. All real estate advertising in this publication is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin or 
any intention to make any such preference, limitation or discrimination.” 

RVING WOMEN  
MAGAZINE DEADLINES

The deadline dates for each issue of 
RVW magazine for rally and event 
announcements, chapter news, articles and 
classified ads are listed below.

 March 25 May/June
 May 25 July/August
 July 25 September/October
 September 25 November/December
 November 25 January/February
 January 25 March/April

To submit articles related to RVing and 
chapter news and announcements, email 
the editor at rvweditor@rvingwomen.org 
or send to RVW Editor, P.O. Box 1940, 
Apache Junction AZ 85117-4074.  Articles 
must be relevant in some way to RVing.

Photos to accompany articles are always 
appreciated. Electronic files sent as a jpeg 
attachment are preferred. Please identify 
the person who took the photo and include 
two or three sentences describing the photo 
and listing the names of people pictured.

exclusive Deal for  members
Pay for 2 Classified Ads. Get the Third One FREE!

PuEBLo AT APACHE Junction, Arizona. 
Park Model available for sale. $84,000 OBO. 
This 1 bedroom 1 bath park model contains a 
screened-in deck, covered parking for RV or 2 
cars and detached shed. Please contact Lisa at 
lisammf@hotmail.com, phone 231-360-911 or 
Kevin at kmorris@unsw.edu.au, phone 760-840-
0720 for details, photos.

COLORADO PROPERTIES

foR SALE BY oWNER: Profitable 30 
FHU campground and 4-bedroom home 
located on busy I-70 in Colorado. Turn key, 
24 pull-throughs, 30/50, shower house/laun-
dry. Great small town lifestyle for families or 
semi-retired. $299K. 970-664-2218. jlensz@
outlook.com

WASHINGTON PROPERTIES 

LoTS AND PARk moDELS for sale/rent. 
Enjoy mild four-season weather amidst the most 
stunning beauty in the world. North Olympic 
Peninsula between Port Townsend and Sequim, 
Washington. 100% women owned/occupied. 
Details ruthjo0303@gmail.com.
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For a little extra excitement, why not add an underground boat tour to your RV intinerary this 
year? Here, we have listed a few of the subterranian options available. Check websites. Many 
of these tours are not accessible, some have very specific wardrobe requirements, and some 
are closed to the public after heavy rains due to high water conditions.

One of the most rewarding gifts the RV lifestyle offers is the discovery of unexpected sights 
and happenings and the ability to take advantage. Wherever you are, check visitor centers 
and local listings to find out what is happening nearby. When you find something you have 
especially enjoyed, take a moment to post that information on the RVW Members Forum for 
other members to see. Drop down to Forum from the Members-Only menu.

Serendipities

Sweetwater, Tennessee
The Lost Sea — Part of an extensive and historic cave 
system call Craighead Caverns, the Lost Sea is listed by 
 Guinness Book of World Records as the largest underground 
lake in the U.S. A tiny natural opening on the side of a 
mountain expands into a dramatic series of huge rooms. 
The boat tour begins with an easy walk through the cav-
erns on wide sloping pathways. On the way, guides talk 
about the geological development of the cavern rooms, 
the rare formations you will see, and the artifacts left 
behind by early Cherokee residents. At the bottom of the 
cave, you will board a glass-bottom boat. This tour takes 
about an hour and 15 minutes. Tickets are $18.95. — 
www.thelostsea.com

Bowling Green, Kentucky
Lost River Cave — Plan to spend an hour on this two-part 
tour that begins with a leisurely stroll in a tree- covered 
valley and then takes you to a massive cave entrance. On 
the way, guides will tell you about the mysterious blue 
hole that was known to swallow up disappearing Civil War 
soldiers. Kentucky's only underground boat tour launches 
from the entrance to this cave. Shortly after climbing on 
board, you will need to duck your head as you glide under 
the cave's famous wishing rock. Tickets are $16.95. — 
www.lostrivercave.org

Howes Cave, New York
Howe Caverns — This six-million-year-old cavern is 
New York State's second-most-visited natural attraction, 
after Niagara Falls. An 80-minute walking tour takes you 
through serpentine corridors decorated with stalagmites, 
dripping stalactites and flowstone formations. You will 
then get to climb aboard a boat and rest while it  takes you 
out on Lake Venus. Somewhere along the way you will 
pass an illuminated heart-shaped bridal altar where more 
than 500 couples have taken vows. Tickets for the tour are 
$25 ($22 for seniors). — www.howecaverns.com

Bonne Terre, Missouri
Billion Gallon Lake — The giant hole below the town of 
Bonne Terre was not carved out by nature. Instead, it was 
hacked out of solid rock by workers dedicating their lives 
to the St. Joseph Lead Company. Construction took more 
than 100 years. When the mine was shut down in 1962, 
groundwater began pouring in and eventually filled about 
88 miles of passages, drowning the mine's lower three 

levels. The water's surface now has about 17 miles of navi-
gable shoreline and is known in these parts as the "world's 
largest fresh water dive resort." National Geographic calls 
the mine "one of America's top 10 greatest adventures." 
The Billion Gallon Lake is populated by Bonnie the Mine 
Fish and constantly changing shoals of scuba divers. 
Tours include a boat ride and an hour-long walking tour 
through cavernous rooms supported by 50-foot rock pil-
lars. Tickets are $27. — www.visitmo.com

Bedford, Indiana
Bluespring Caverns — This hour-long boat tour takes you 
into the deep darkness of the Bluespring Caverns. Your 
way will be illuminated only by the pocket of light that 
will follow your boat as you move across waters populated 
by fish that lack functional eyes, unnecessary organs that 
would consume the precious energy the fish must hoard 
in this  nutrient-poor environment. You might also see an 
 occasional salamander with a spotted red-orange body 
that almost glows in the dark. Tickets are $16. — www.
bluespringcaverns.com

Centre Hall, Pennsylvania
Penn's Cave — This cavern, listed on the National 
 Register of Historic Places, can only be traversed by boat. It 
is rich in Native American history and is also the focus of 
stories and suppositions.  Many of the flowstone, drapery, 
pillars and column formations have been said to resemble 
other awesome wonders, such as the Garden of the Gods, 
Rock of Gibraltar, and Statue of Liberty. Since the caverns 
are assumed to be much older than French civilization, 
the Statue of Liberty likeness may be accidental. The 
guided, flat-bottom  motorboat tour takes about 50 min-
utes. Tickets are $16.50; $30.95 if paired with a 90-minute 
guided drive and stroll through a wildlife park and Amish 
Country. — www.pennscave.com

Lockport, New York
Lockport Cave —  On this 70-minute tour, you will 
explore the Erie Canal locks constructed in 1838 and walk 
through a 1600-foot water tunnel blasted out of solid 
rock. This is simply your prelude to a long, underground 
boating adventure. Once on board, you will travel in erie 
silence and almost complete darkness past stalactites and 
geologic formations that seem to defy gravity. Your guides 
and small, sporadically placed electric lights will bring you 
safely back to our world. — www.lockportcave.com



Give her memories she will treasure forever.

Give her a gift that embraces friendship  
and adventure.

To purchase a membership gift certificate
call 480-671-6226 or email rvwoffice@rvingwomen.org

p
h

o
to

: V
ic

k
i 

B
la

k
eRVING WOMEN

MEMBERSHIP GIFT CERTIFICATE

This certifi cate entitles 
____________________________________
to a one-year membership in RVing Women 
with all the benefi ts, camaraderie, information 
and support members enjoy.

Presented by
____________________________________                       

480-671-6226 
 RVWoffi ce@RVingWomen.org

www.RVingWomen.org

PO Box 1940
Apache Junction AZ 85117-4074

Expires _____________  Membership Code _________________

Not redeemable for cash. Redemption value not to exceed $00.00 / v0216

Welcome to 
RVing Women!    



“RVW has literally changed 
my life by opening up 
the world to new lifelong 
friends and travels.”

Established in 1991, RVW connects you to 
members who are interested in RVing  
and who can offer information, suggest 
places to see and things to do, and 
provide assistance when needed. 

“I am having the 
time of my life!”
With rallies and get-togethers 
happening year round, there is 
always something fun going on 
somewhere. RVW members are 
eligible to participate in chapter 
and national events everywhere 
they go.

Call 480-671-6226
Visit www.rvingwomen.org


